ACHING, 1 
WITHOUT 4 


HVMANELEARNING. 


On 
A TREATISE, TENDING TO PROUE HV- 
MANE-LEARNING To BE No Hxrrie To 
the Spirituall underſtanding of the Word of Gov. 


= 
' 
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Written (if it may be) for the Silencing of ſuch falic and feanda- 
lous reports, as have been rumored abouc CONcernming this 
Matter, and alſo for the affording of true informatiou 
to all ſuch as delire to know the Truth. 


By SAMUEL HOW. | 
” e—_— — — Cc. 


—. 


Ln en Een 


Prov.14.5. A Faithfull witneſie will not Iye, but a falſe record will ſpeake hes. 

Eſay.57-14 Caſt ye up, caſt ye up, prepare the way, take up t ke ſlumbling blocks 
out of the way of my people, 

Mal.2.1,2. Andnow 6ye Prieſts, thy Commandement i for you, of ye will net 
heare it , nor conſider it in your heart, to give glory to my name, ( ſaith the Lord : 
of hoſts ) I will even ſend a curſe upon you , and will curſe your bleſſings , yea 1 4 
bave curſed them already, becauſe ye do not conſider it sn your heart. s 

Mart.11..25,26. At that time Ieſits anſwered and ſaid, I thanke thee o Fathey* 
Lord of haaven and earth , becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and a 
men of underſtandmg and haſt revealed them unto babes, even ſo Father becauſe | 


thy good pleaſure was ſuch, 

Luk.16. 15. Then be ſaid unto themye are they that juſtify your ſelves before men, j 
but God knowes your hearts, for that which is highly eſteemed among men 18 
abomination in the fight of God. 

Mat.x1x.6. And Bleſſed is he that shall not Le offended in me. 


See alſo Eſay. 29.14. and Rev.2.24.25. i 
Seen, Allowed, and Printed, by us &c. 1640s 
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TO ALLSVCH AS 


LOVE THE TRUTH IN SINSERITY, 
LicuT AND UNDERSTANDING BE «2? 
MuLTiIPLYED THROUGH 


JESUS CHRIST. 


SERSZIY ODS Graciom Pronuſe it s ( Chriſtian Reader ) 
| TO A that by the * i of 'his CR = the #* 2 Theſ,2,9 
F. > brighneſſe of his comming he will reveale the 
VP { Man of Sin, and Sonne of Perdition ; Yet thus 
Re Wwitneſſeth the Spirit , that when it 1hall ſo come to 

F'Y paſſe, that the Viall of Gods wrath ſhall be 
+ powred upon the Throne of the Beaſt , ro che — ÞE + Reve. 16.10; 
Kingdome, and diſcovering of thoſe ſtrong Deluſions, whereby be bath |, "Eo _ © 
long deluded the world, that then the men of that throne ſhall gnaw * 

L —_ tongues for ſorrow , and ſhall blaſpheme the God of 

3 heaven. 'F 
: All whichtomeappeares to be fulfilled and made good ; h 
; ebg following Treatiſe + x. that when as the Lond by his Word z 
= the breath of his mouth hath blown out ſome ſmoake of the | 
\., botromleſſe pit , which I conceive to be Humane-Learning, 

2 -Whichis ſo much magnified , as being a helpe » whereby to 

underſtand the mindof God. | 

I” © Thy matter hath ſo vexed and tormented the men of that Throne, 
that even He bimſelfe , at whoſe requeſt 1 was moved to open. tht 
: portion of Scripture, 2 Pet. 3. 16. bath (as I amcredibly informed) 


v 


© reported about thu City, that I made a Calfe ( meaning « falſe and 

- wnſound expoſition) and when 1 had done danced about it ; herem 

-- "expoſing not onely me, but the very Truth it ſelfe, which 1 in thi poine BE 
| | A323 delqvered, | 'F 
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a AR.8,21 
x Cor. 1.19. 
+ Epheſ 5.4. 


TO THE READER. 


delroered, to the derifion, and contempt, and Table-talke, of ſuch, as 
bad rather be deceived and beleeve their Learned Teachers ( as men 
call them ) on their bare word ( having the Faith of eur T_ ord. Jeſtis 
Chriſt :be Lord of Glory wth r:ſpett of Perſons } then to receive and 
Juſtifie the Truth of God , if the M: ſſenger be weake andcontempti- 
ble, and by meſſage m power, much plazneſſe, and demunſiration of the 
ſpirit. And not beautified wich the excellency of ſpcech,and ſwellmg words 
of mans wiſdeme, which z enmity to God. 1: croſfeth and op poſeth 
the ſunplicity of by way in the diſpenſation of che Glorious My- 
ſtery of the Goſpell. And therfore God hath ſaid of it, as Symon 
Peter ſaid :oSymon Magus, * LI hou haſt neither part nor lot 
in this matter. 

But yet. (me thinks) (uch men, + «8 weuld carry the ſhew of 
Godlineſſe, should remember the Conncel of the Apeſtle, that ſuch 
Carriages are things not ſeemly; though for my owne part, I bl:ſie 
the Lord for it , being to me a more ſtrong confirmation , that I have 


+ Luk 16.14 the Truth on my ſide : For thus was Þ Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ſerved 


by the Wiſe and Learned Phariſees, when as he taught them ſuch a 
Doftrine as pleaſed themenot : And thus was Paul the Preacher of 


$ 44.17.18. Righteouſneſſe dealt by of the leareed $ Athenians, even for preach= 


OE 
* Io. 


To 


+ loh.12,2. ſeempasthe 4 Servant of God ſaid, Indeed, 


ing Jeſus, :nd the Reſurrefiom. Likewiſe I read in Heb. 11. that 
thu in former times was part of the tryall, that the Lord exerciſcd }45 
Witneſſes withall, even mockings, verſ. 36. And therfore as our 
Saviour teacheth me , 1 have tn thy caſe great cauſe tobe glad and 
rejoyce, for they having ſo ſerved Jelus Chriſt my Lord, andb1 
faithfull followers; then what am 1, that I should be one of that number, 
$12. that bave ſo large F incouragement and reward promiled : I shal 


21.3 therfore quietly paſſe by all ſuch things , and onely * with Job in hy 


aftrefſe condition, crave that he and all you that bave done thy thing 
will ſuffer me to ſpeake , and when I have ſpoken mock on ; 

ares ye are the 
people onely, Wildome muſt dye with you ; ſo will 1 make bold 
zo ſay to you alſo: Yet for al bu underſtanding and ſuch others as 
heard me, they fayled of their zeale for God, and hyglory, im that 
they fought not to Japprefſ and throw down that Celfe of diſhonour, 
which muſt needs \ being an [dol) be a very high provocation m the 
eyes of bu Glory ; which he that put me upon thy Exerciſe having ex- 
cepted againſt zt,when it was fintsht, and with much paſſun manifeſted 
by great diſlike thereof before many witneſſes, ought eſpecially, and was 
obliged to have done, being then lovingly requeſted by a friend that was 
there preſent , for the ſatisfaRlion of alt shat Aſſembly to. Inſtance (if 
not in all) yet at leaſt mn ſome particular Scripture wherein 1 had 


autre) 


TO THE READER 


perverted it , ſeeing he had openly caſt an Afpertion on all that 1 had 
ſaid ; but nenther he, nor any of hu Profeſfion, though many were then 
preſent, did undertake thi taske, nor yet #0 thy day, bath He, or any 


of them endeavoured it. So 14 may appeare my Errour tas not 6s great, 


or non at all, that they could prove ; or elſe their zeale to God and hn 
Truth, and their Charity to Me and othes very ſmall. And if there 
were a Calfe, It was their Humane-Learning and wildome 
which the men of this Throne ſet up , and themſelves danced 
about it , whileſt I to their great griefe and diſcontent was la- 
bouring with all the power and might that God aſſiſted me withs 
utterly to caft down, grind it to powder, and to blow at away with the 
word of God , with the breath of his mouth : Whether 1: be 
thus, or no, I commend now to the judgement of all ſuch as love and 
know the truth ; not doubting but there will be ſome found, that out 


of love will reprove what s amiſſe , and ſo turne the ſinner out of * [ob. 1 3-4. 


the errour of h1s way, though ſome others, as * Job ſaith, forge 
lyes(s I could name divers)who are Phyſitians of no value. 

For God who knows the hearts of all men , knows that it as 
not my intent at all at that time to have medled in tha Argument, 
nor with thu Scripture, not till the night before 1 fpake of it , and all 
| becauſe I knew if I did , it would be offenſive, as it hath proved ; and 

and what 1 did herein it was by the advice of Friends. But now 1 
ſee that Gods hand tas init , and 1 doubt not but for good : though 
it 5, and may be my portion deeply to ſuffer for it : and for men to be 
; pen at the truth, and ſuch as declare it, % nonew 
the 4+ builders themſelves to ſtumble at the ſtumblin ſtone : Bur 

kaving all ſuch to ſtand or fall to their own Lord. 

Somthing remames to be ſpoken concerning the matter following 
for the preventing of ſuch things as may further be objefted apainſt it. 

x. Though the matter be the fame umn ſubſtance that it was at the 
firſt delivery, yet ſomwhat may be wanting, ands,which was then ſaid: 
and more 11 added in other refpr As then at that time was ſpoken which 
I thought fit to give notice of. ; 


2. Another exception and that of great moment, 3, that 1 have 


thing, even for * Pſa.118,22» 


AQ4.11 -/ 
Uay. 8, 14415» 


- 


bl. ſphemed againſt Jeſus Chriſt , # ſaying , that He was without - 


Humane-Learning- 
Now beſides what # anſwered heretints in the firfl ObjeRion be. 
mp to the firſt Dofirine ; if any yet remain un atnfied , and will 
fame the contrary, [et them declare, (a the + Apoſtle ſaith) who 
was his Councellour , and who taught him , and he fhall be 
recompenced : The Scripture ee» w, that He grew in Wifdome 
and Staturegand ſo couples them alike trgether : New none will affirms 
- thas 
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ft Rom, x1: / 
34+ 3\* 


F Luke 2.46, 


w: 1 47. 
'F + As 4. 13- 


*- | Anſwere. 
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& | =: AA.17,18- 
s | ® x Cor.4.3. 


& Gal.2.6. 
F 1 San. 17. 
29» 


s Gen. 37.8. 
7 t 1 Sam. 17. 


TO THE READER. 


that He Learned hs Stature $ then from the like will I :ffirme, that 
He Learned not Hs Wiſdome , - no more then He did Hu Stature ; 
and (0 if none taught him, then muſt it needs follow that He was with- 
out Humane-Learning , for we 1m common ſpeech call themunleare 
ned, whech were never taught, as did the ® Jewes ; and [ earning 
preſuppoſeth one to Teach, ſo that me thinks) it # but requiſite, 1f any 
do ſo affirme, that they chould declare 15 Teacher, which if they cannot 
doe, why then should they affirme Him to have Humane=-L earning, 
And me thinks , the matter being rightly conſidered , it will be found 
blaſphemy for any to affirme that He had Humane-Learning 
ſeem that m ſo doing, they call in queſtion the perfetIson of Hu Man- 
hood , as if there were others that could adde unto Him, ſeeing all 
grant that the Maſter t above the Scholler : and the Seripture witneſe 
ſeth for me , that at + 12 Fyeares old , ſuch was Hu Wiſdome 
obſerved amonſl the Doors , as that they were aſtoniſhed at his 
underftanding and anſwers ; and dowbtleffe thy was a part of their 


great wonder, ſecing that He never Learned, as it was the Councels | 


wonder alſo concerning Þ Peter and John. Therfore for any to 
affurme Him to be by men taught, s to take that glory from Him which 
iy had of Hy own, and ſothey are moſt like to be them that blaſ- 
eme. | 
4 Z- 1e# alſo very likely that pride and vain-glory wilbe imputed 
to me, as it bath been already, that 1 being 45 1 am, should undertake 
to maintaine that which all godly and learned men are contrary to 
mn .-- : £ 
1 Anſwere, that st uno ſtrange thing for the Servants of God to 
meet with ſuch hard meaſure., even for declaring of the truth ; for 
{ſo was Joleph $ dealt by even of by Father and Brethren : and ſo 
was f David uſed for ſpeaking forthe Lord. And Paul you sball 
find was %; {coffed at by the learned: Athenians : And ſeeing that 
it bath alwayes bin ſo with Gods Servants ; why should not 1 < Dan 
wh the * Apoſile, not to paſle to be judged of men,. whatſoever 


they be, though godly, wiſe, learned ; ſeeing that as the Apoſtle ſaith , 


it makes nu matterto me, Godisno Þ accepter of perſons : 
And therjore I hold it a defence ſufficient with David to ſay , + Is 
there not a Canle © ſeeing thar there is none that I know of 
that will ſtand up for the Cord » againſt choſe that defie the 
hoſt of Iſrael , becauſe that they be not Goliah-like , 'Men of 


ſtature, having Boots of braſle, and ſuch like furniture, as that 
che flefhly hearts of men dare not looke fuch in the face 5 and 
all becauſe that they bee ſo ſtrongly furniſhed 'with Mans 
ſtrength ; Tough that rhe Soutdiers of the Lord of hoſts, =y 
; p37 


** TO THE READER. 
with one blaſt of a Rammes horne , ehrough the might of God ; | 


/ 
* blow down the ſtrong Wall of thu fpirituall Jericho : (ecing that « Joſh. FIN 
the Lord hath ſaid, that by the + mouth of babes and ſucklings + Mat. 21 x6, 

/ 


he will perfit his praiſe , and ths if Babes sbould neglefi to doe, A 
the ſtones would cry , whence u to be obſerved our Saviour deſcends YT \ of 
from Babes to Stones, and not from Bates to Learned men, for he RP 
hath Choſen ſuch to bring forth Ha Righteouſneſle as the light ; ws ihe £2 


for H: himſelfe doth not deſpiſe the day of + ſmall things. Now # 73ch. 4.x 1 {* _ 
theſe things conſidered , why should any with the prond $ Phariſees $ 4 a1. 1 col 
diſaaine at what the Lord will doe; but lay their hands upon their 

mouthes 1nd ſay nothing becaule He t dothit; And ſcemy :twche + Pal. 39. 


a” 


Lords 4 doing, why ſhould itnot be Merveylous tn our eyes : + Pſal. 138. 
Though I doubt not but the Lord will in bu good time bring forth 21, | 
one learned Moſes , and another as excellent that wayes as was Paul, \ 
andcauſe them diſclayming that Humane excellencie to magnifie the - 


Foolssbmeſſe of God , * tobe wiſer then the wiſdome of men, and (0 * x Cor.1.25: 

every way convince men of thear folly thu way to hu prayſe. 

Ana in the meane while tt them that can receive thu for Truth, 

yYeceiveit , and let none be ſo conceited of Learned-men , as if the 

word of God came onely to them , and from them , as Paul 
ſaid to + ſome that were puffed up. But let ſuch a5 are fpirituall 4 1 Cor.14. 

know that the ord reveales by Myſteries to whom he pleaſeth , and 36, 37. 

there be will; and therfore the eye of none ſhould be evill be- 

cauſe he is good, but we showld learne, as the Wiſeman ſaith, that 

+ therace is not alway to the ſwift, nor the battell to the + Eccleſ.g.22 

firong : but it may fo prove, that little David withoue Sauls Armour 

onely with a Sling and a Stone bt. the Name of the Lord , may 

fo woundgreat Goliah of Gath , the enemy of God and hu people, 

& that he may yecesve hu deadly wound, and ly groveling on the ground» 

#0 the diſmayment of all the Hoſt of the Phylifims »nd great rej ocing 

of the l([rael of God ,and thy the Stone that 3 hewen ont of the Mcun- 

tamne without hands, u onely able ro doe. Therfore let all that feare the 

Lord take heed that they leane not to their own Wiſdome, but ſo much 

the more thit any of us bave Wiſdome, and Vnderſianding, Memory, 

and ſuch hike naturall pats , above other, ſo much the more let w be 

gatchfull and carefull over our ſelves, as knowing that the $6 Wit- s Rom.$ 

dome of the flefh is enmity againft God, and # ready to bue he of 

againſt the Spirit : and now to draw to a Concluſion of all in the words 

of the Prophet , } The Lord fruſtrateth.the rokens of the lyars, + If | 

and maketh the Diviners madde,turner h wiſe-men backward, 14425, | 
and maketh their Knowledge fovlithneſſe, - [ 

0 # 


1 
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So ' TO THE READER: 


Sx. If any hall except againſt the matter, for the rudeneſſe of it, a; 
_ that it 4 without forms , or Learning , all ſuch are to know that it 4 
TY but ſutable to the whole argument , and that if it should be otherwiſe, 

£2 WL, I should condemn that in praftiſe which I juſtifiz: m words , and ſo 
Es mike my ſeife a treſpiſier, Thw I commit ehy my labour , with all 


rn ts. 


i | ws thoſe that out of love ts the Truth $hall ſeek, enformation m thu matter, 
ki] e9 the bleſſing of the maſt High , and rem aine an unfeigned welwiler 
FL Fl. of all them that love the Lord Jeſus m fancerity. The 25 day of 
b the Firſt Moneth, 1639. | | 
| $ | | . 
i 5 
SAMUEL HOW. | ( 
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The-text, SPETER 5, x6- 


As one that in all hu Epiſtles ſpeakes of thefe things , in which 
ere ſome things hard to be underſtood : which they that are 
Pnlearned and Vnſlable, wreſt, 4; they doe alſo the other Scrip= 
tures unto their own deſtruction, | | 


AHESE Words, that IT am alotted to ſpeake 
from atthis time , havereipect, as it ſhould 
ſecme , to ſuch things as the Apoſtle had 
{ſpoken of Before, which things ſeeme to me 
to be thoſe that are contained from the be- 
ginaning of the {ſecond Chaprer to the end of 
the thirteenth verſe of this third Chapter; and the foureteenth 
verſe containes Peters exhoitation;ſtrengthenedin the fitteenth 
verſe, by his Brother Panls writings, who wm all his Epiſtles 
ſpeaks of theſe things , as of the comming of the Lord I:fus , and 
other things, ſuch as are hetein contained; among the which 
(that is) Pauls writings in his Epiſtles, ſome things were hard 
co be underſtood , and {0 indeed _ the comming of Chrijt leſuss 


whuca 
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"#5 Theſ 12, at 
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ebe beginning. 


The Snufficiency of the Sy1ki1Ts teaching, 


whichitſhould ſeem was hard of them to be underſtood , and 
that appeares by his earneſt writing to the * Theſſalonians : 
where he exorts them rhat they shouid not ſuddenly be moved, nei= 
ther by Word, nor Epiſtle, as it were from him, as if the day of Chriſt 
were at hand , for thete were many things to be fulfilled firſt, as a 
departure\from the Faith, the riſing up , the perfe&tion and the 
conlumption of. the Man of fine : and this it ſhould ſeeme 
though he had told them ot it before , yet to them it was 
hard ro be underſtood , which had the true Learning here 
meant, which things they that were TJalearned and Tnſtable, 
erverted as they d1dother Scriptures to their own deſtruftion. 

hertore the great thing here to be minded,is to tind out what 
this /earning 15 that Petey here intends. And, Secondly, who 
they be that are the walearned ones : and by that we ſhall ealily 
tind who they be that are the perverters of the Scriptures to 
their owne deſtrutiion. For this end therfore 1 will confider 
What this learning # not, and then what #t 3, i 


1: ® not Humane-Learning. 'T hat | may not be miſconceived 


Fat Learning about it, I will here lay down my underſtanding in it ; and by 


We 75207. 


Rom 10. 14, 


I CA, 2. 134 


Humane-Learnmg 1] doe not mind the knowledge and under. 
ſtanding of our own /anguage, which every man of what tongue 
ſoever he be, might in ſome meaſure be taught of another, as 
the Parents teach their Childen , and they learne of them ; of 
this there 15 a naturall neceſlity, as the Apoſtle faith, How shall 
they beleeve in him of whom they have not heard ; now the hearing 
there mentioned muſt needs be anaturall hearing , ſeeing it is 
ſer before Faith ; and this hearing muſt needs be the under- 


ſanding of the found of words ſpoken. Now thus Peter and 


Toþr, and all the reſt earned the tooliſh things ſpoken of 1 Cor. 
1-21. : and tbus ] acknowledg that there1s none but in ſome 
meaſure have this learning , and muſt of neceſſity have it , to 
underſtand Gods mind in an ordinary way. But by Humane- 
Learning all along in this matter, which I oppoſe , Ir is the 
knowledge of Arts and Sciences, divers T ongues, and much 
reading , anda perſiſting in theſe things , foe as there-by to 
be made able to underſtand the mmd of God in his Word ; 
this is it that | condemn from the word of Truth, for being 
that by which any is made able ſpiritually to underſtand the 
wind of God, which the Apoſteſaith, 'cannot be attained to by 
the words which mans wiſdome teacheth : all which, theſe excels 
tencies are ſaid to be. So that by Humane-Learning I doe here 


underſtand, that, whereby certain men doe excell,and are farre 


above 
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without Hy MAN E-LEARNING, 
above andbeyond other ordinary men ; and inthis fenſe doe I 


underſtand that the Councel Judged Perer and John to be no AF, 4:r 33 : ry 


ſuch leamed men : For we in common ſpeech doe oppoſe 


2lcarned man to on2 that otherwiſe can read and write in pz 
his own tongue, though he doe not underſtand che grounds of pn” 
his own ſpeech, as thc other man char is learned doth, as may — 
appeare by the Booke called the Engits7 Schoo!-maſter . And lo ASC 


ſuch learrng doe | not conceive to be here meant, which L | f, 


conclude tor theſe Realons. _ 2 > 
1. Becauſe that then Pecer mutot necettity condemn him= x Regfon; » 


ſelſe, for he was 2 Man thac in the * Councels knowledge was * 45 41% 


ſuch an wxleamed mm, and fo mult needs himſelte Ive under 
that blame that he layes upon OtNers, thertore Humanre- Learn- 
ing 15 not here that which he INtCaus. | 

2, Becauſe Humane- Learning 1s a + rudiment of this world; Reaſon. 
hence is it that our Saviour acknowledgeth that his Myſteries + Col. 2.8, 
were hid from the F Learned : but they were not hid from his + x.4þ.x0.210 
Diſciples, for unto themit was $ 2iven to hnow the Myſteries of the S Mat.12. 7 
Kingaome, And the rudiments of thr world are nat after Chriſt, the 9}, 2.8 - 
Apoltle rellsus : therfore Humane- Learning cannot be it that 
Peter here mins. | 

3. Becanſe the naturall mancannot | perceive the things of God, 3 Reaſon, 
but 2 meere naturall man , may be a great worldly Learned + , Cop, 2.14 
manzas were the Fgyptians,and Babylonians, and as are many : 
of the Romiſh Prielts and Jeſuites ; therfore for this caule , 
that 15 11ot the learning here meant. 

4. Becauſe ſuch ot Gods ſervants , as have had ſuch kind of 
learnmg, when as they came to know Chriſt, they forſook it all, Reaſon. 
as Moſes when he came to age , though he was & learned mm all the t At.7.22« 
wiſdome of the ZEgyptians , yet by Faith he forſooke all the treaſures of 
Agypt,and this being one of Eg ypts treaſures , he forſooke this 
allo, tor when he ſaith trreaſures, there none 1s excepted : ther- 
fore 1n almuch as learning was one, aſwell as riches and honours, 
he fortook that alſo , as teeing by Faith a better treaſure in the 
worſt condition among the people of God , then in the beſt 
, Condition 1D the world, ſuppoſe it be learning. 

Thel1ke 1s to befeen 1n Paul, who counted all things loſſe and 
dung thathe might wine Chriſt, even the righteouſneſſe of the Law 
zt ſelfe, which 1s tarre beyond all this , and all this he did that 
he might know him : Wherein the Apoſtle gives me to un- 
derſtand , that all fuch things were but hinderances to keep 
him from the knowledge of ng tO ſalration, WICH 15 1t that 
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| The $ afficiency of the $ PIRITS Teaching, 
\ here I mindalſo : therfore likewiſe this is not the tearnmp here 


x1 - meant, ſeeing 1t was rejected of them, therfore it was no hel 


| nor turtacraice to chem to. know Chriſt by ; but lets and hin- 
£1 derances > audio much appeares by thoſe converts in As 19. 


\ 
Y Va, 18,19. Who when they beleeved are ſaid, ſuch of them as ſed curious 
T7 | Arts, to burn their Books, declaring that novy they had met with 


learning 01 tarre greater worth , then their curious Arts, and 
thertore now hey burn their Books , declaring that now they 


| FR O ; 
s had no more need of them , and ſo { conclude that ſuch as this 


*” * 15nothe learning here meant, | 
| T now come to manifeſt what Learning it u the Apoſile þere 1n- 


ME JW. tended, 5 
Now the learning here intended by the Apoſtle, it is as 1 
Cel.2 underitand, T hat ſound knowledge, and ſure information that every 
% 17. 


Chriſtian hath in Jeſus Chriſt > whereby he is ſo ceeply rooted, 
= and (v ſurely grafted into him by Faith , as that he abides un- 
7*-3-17-I8. moyeadly ſetled in him, as therby heabides ſtable inthe 
7Þ ſure knowledge and underſtanding of the word of Chriſt , and ſo 
X #0.2.6. much here me thinks the Apoſtle gives usto underſtand, how 
that the wnlearned, they be unſtable : then onche contrary , 
the lear ned they are ſtable, beleeving , and being lavd on the 
true Foundation, they ſhall neyer be confounded; or aſhamed. 
Now luch as thele are , that are kared as the truth # mn leſs, 
theſe may well fay to the greateft worldly learncd ones, as Philip 
{aid to the Eunuch , Vnderſtandeſi thou what thou readeſt : and 
not onely fo, but ſuch may teach them the underſtanding of 
the myſtery , ſaying , theſe are taught and inftructed by the 
% 7 Cor.>. 5.0, *<achings of the Spirit of God, agreeable ro theſe Scriptures : 
3 LOTrLelOs % That it bath not entred into the heart of man to conceive of that 
which God by by Sperit (which ſearcheth the deep things of God) 

hath reavealed unto w. And this the Apoſtle further explaines, 

that as no man hnews the things of a man , ſave the ſpirit of a man 

which t in him : ſo the things of God knou's no man,no not a worldly 

% learned manzbut by the Sparit of God : and ſo he foes on to diffe « 
rence the ſpirit of the world,from Gods Spirtt,and ſhewes, that, 

thatis it, wherby the things of God are known, and alſo mani- 
feſted to others : ſo that all the things of God both for marter 
and manner flow from the wiſdome of Gods Spirit, and not 
what mans wifdometeacheth , which is to compare ſpiritual 
things and carnall things together , as tongues » and ares, and 
Fuch like 3 but Gods Sprrie teacheth ut to compare ſprituall things 
with ſpirizuall things , and lo he goes on and declates that one 
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without HV MAN-LEARNING. | 
ach that are taught by the Spirit , are capable of true diſcere 


aing of ſpiritusl things without being juſtly condemned of any, Co WI : 
35 truly haviog the mind ofChriſt, rightly and truly knowing the S$e . Wy 6 
things that are of God , and with this agrees the witnes of 1ohn, FE) 


* ſaying » theſe things have 1 written unto you concerning them that «x _ "I wy 

decerveyou , wherby 1t appeares they had decezvers about them, * 1.109, Z-2095. | 

and thole things were written concerning ſuch ; But faith the 27+ = 

Apoſtle in oppuſttion to their d. cervngs , ye have received the | _ > j | 

Anoyntinp of tim that dwells in'you ; and this ancyntmg that EP 

they had received doth he oppoſe to their decerving , as being Eph c 2nd 

able throughly to teach them ſo , as that they needed not that any , 

man teach them, ſave as that anoyntmg taught them : then ſeeing 

that that axoynzrng never d1d teach them ſuch rongues Or arts3 _ 

as were humane, thertore the Saints by the Apoltles grant had | 

not need of any ſuch learning, and yet this anoynting taught all 

eruth and obedrence initaiſo. And yer turther our + Saviour 4 Tch.16.7. 

hin:ſcife conclu.tes this pont,shewmyg that when he hath fent the Com- qq4(h 1 I. 

forter, the Spirit of Truth to them, that then he shall leade them mto 

all truth : whence I doe conclude,thart for the Diſciples know- : 

ledge of the truch there, was no more neceſſary according t9 1 \ 
the mind of him that was Truth , but the Spiriz of God to lead | 
them into all rr withour all errour , teaching by no humane 

meanes : the Reaſon why 1s rendered, becanſe it 1: ſufficient, and 

that 1s becauſe it ſpeakes trom the Father, agreeable to that of 

oar Saviour taken irom the Prophet, that + we shall be all taught + Iob, 6.45: 
of God, and ſo mdeed being tang bt of the $ pirie, wwe are targht of the | 
Ftther,and the Sonne alſo, which are all one ; and ſo our learnmg 

comes to us , being taught ot the Father, Sonne, and Spirit , 

tor all our Inſtructers and Councellers , and this is all the lear- 

nang that we need , to know the things that are of God by, a- 


greeable to his will : fo from theſe words thus interprered, 
the Conclufion comes to this, | | 


That ſuch as are taught by the Spirit of God, deflitute of Humane EE 
Learning , are the Learned ones that truly underſtand the Scriptures P ropoſutzom. 
according to Peters mind. : | 


I ſay , ſuch asare taught by the Spirit , without Humane- 
Learning , are _—_— as rightly underfiand the Word : 
And this ( me thinks ) the whole Councel of leruſalem , as $ 48.4.13-14 
wicked as they were , did in effe&t conclude, $ conſiderin 4-13 " 
Peter and John, though unlearned men , yet they knew they hal 


been with Jeſs by their boldneſſe , and fo they had nothing to 
| {ay VE | 
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The Srifficiency of the SpPIR1TSs teaching, 


ſay 2gainſt ic : and yet though men ſhould oppoſe it , Chri/t 
Teſus our Lord * Juſtifiesit, with great thankfullneſſe to his 
Father, that having hid theſe s/-ings from the wiſe and prud:nt, he 
had revealed them; to babes: Now that revealing mult needs be 
by the Spirit, according to chat 1 Cor. 2.10. And on this man- 
Ner 15 1t that our Lerdcomfort,his Diſciples telling them that 
all tom gs were given ym of hs Father to reveale, and fo in that 
regard ie tells them that bleſſea are the eyes that ſce that, that they 
faw, which was as the Apoltle ſaith, God manifeſted m the fleth, 
which many wiſe men and Kives deſired to ſee, but could not ſee tt, 
and lo that was now made manttelt to them,which before was 
hid from Wiſe-men and Scribes , and fo was: at the preſent 
allo ; forfew of the Wiſe could attaine to the knowledge of 
Him and his Doctrinc,1s they did. Now with this alſo agrees 
what our F Saviour further aftirmes to the Sadducse , who by 
reaton of their Wiſdome and Learning thought to have in- 
tangled him , ke tells them zhat they erred not knewimg the Scrip- 
eres} or all their great Learning being deſtitute of Gods Spirit. 
Now by thele Scriptures this poynt being thus contirmed, 
good Reaſon alſo may by Gods word be brought tor the futher 
juititying of it, as 
Firſt, Becaule it 15 the good pleaſure of God to place our 
ſalvation in great contempt and enmity to mans wiſdome : hence 
15.1t thatthe Apoſtle ſaith, that he preached Chriſt crucified to 
the lewes a F ſtumbling blocke, and tothe Gretians foolrsneſſe, for 
the Jewes we read1n great contempt refuſed him , as Pilate 
bid them behold their $ King ; preſently they cry away with 
him,aw ay with him, Crucifie him ; and fo when Pilate had wrote 
on the Crofle, that he was King of the Jewes, they tooke it as 
2 grear prejudice to them , .and therfore wiſhed him to write, 
that he ſud he was the King of the Iewes. 
Analo as Peter tells tnem 1n Afts 3, they denyed him, and deſi- 
red a murtherer to be given them, and to this agreed the Gentiles, 
for they had their hands alſo in his death : and we find that 


AA.17-18.23: whenas Par preached him at Athens , that then this ſaying of 


. & 44. 4-12. 


© cChH-2.2, 
G. 6:34. 


the Apoſile here is made good both of Jewes and Gentiles : 


and indeed they both agree to hang him , betwixt heaven and 


earth, as being in their eſteem worthy of neither, and yet even 
in this Crucified Ieſuslyes contained the ſalvation of # all (both 
Jewes and Gentiles) th:tare ſaved : and in this deſpiſed Te 1s 
are all to rejovce with the * Apoſtle, to ſalvs tion ; for in him 
thus diſhonourable and unmect in mans wiſdome , lye hid all 
bs Our © 
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heavenly * treaſures of wiſdome > r1ghteoufnefie z ſanfification ® Col.2.3« 
d redemption : for he u the wifdome of God, and power of God 1 Cor. 1.20 * ON 


Gor. 1.2:4- £7, 
pie pg "Ge why ſuch as have Geds Spirit deſtitute of 2 Reaſon, © | [5 
amane- Learning come thus to know Gods mind, 1s, that (as the Ton ad 
Apoſtle declares ) noflesh should rejoyce in Gods preſence : now 4 x Cor, 1:29, */* _ 
is learning is but ficfhly and carnall. Now the Apvſtles ad- OE { 


(e is, though we had known Þ Chriſt Ieſwafrerthe fiefh ; yet + 2 Cor, 5-16» + my 
»w comming to be after God, we ſhould henceforth know SZ: OT 1 
m ſo no more : and here 1s a ſuffcient Reaſon, becauſe knw- 2 Q. 
[ge is ſubje& to puſfe us up, as ſaiththes Apoſtle: Whenas $5 x Cor. 2-8- 
'e, and the Learning of the Spitit, keeps us low in our own 
es , and cauſeth , as Solomon laith , our minds to be good , | 
aking us ſurable to the Apoliles exhortations, Þ ſaying, Be þ Rom.12.16s 
t high minded, but make your ſclves equall to them of the lower ſort; | 
> not wiſe in your ſelves, Þut + let every man eſteem others better & Phl.2.3« 
en himſelfe : and if any glory, let him * glory in the Lord. Now Ee 
that hath theſe thipgs , as Humane-Learning and Wiſdome * I Cor. 1-3Ls 
ore then another, let him weigh and conſider duly with 
mielfe , whether he doth not think and conclude that he in 
gard of theſe things 1s not more to be reſpeted then they + 1 Cor. 5-6. 
1arare without them : now then # this rejoycing is not good, 4 Rom. 4.2» 
Yr itis a rejoycing in the flefh, and ſutable to þ works, anli fo 
Or of God : and yet to 1s 1t that for our hearts we cannot but . 
1ink better of our ſelves for theſe things, then of others with= 
uit them, & ſo we may ſee the Apoſtles words ful fild,that the 
iſdome of the $ flesh, that is , whatſoever the flcſh is excellent gs Rom. $. 7: 
1,1t 15 exmity to God,1tis not ſubject to the Law of God,neither 
deed can be. ; OG 
Anorder Cauſe , why the Sprrits teaching is ſufficient without 3 Reaſon. 
Iumane- Learning,is , becauſe, as the Apoltle laitn, we are com- | 
eat in htm,that 15,perte& and full in him:and this he ftrength= 
ns et further from this conſideration , that heis the head 
f all Princtpalities aud Powers,fo that if there were any thing 
lſe,to make us compleat, he being the Head of all, we ſhould 
ave it : but he hath given nothing but his F Spirte zo. profit F 1 Cor, 1 2.7. 
ithall,therfore we are compleat by it alone; and therfore is it TS: 
nat Paul * exhorts Timothy to keep that which was commit- * 1 Tim.6 
zdto him , wach was the Faith taught by the Word and 270. 21 ” 
pirit, and wifheth him to avoyd and beware of Science, that. : df 
,all knowledge naturall,which is comprehended under ,, phy- ,, Col, 2. $. 
ſophy, learned, prophane and yaine bablings, and oppoſitzons | | 
t9 — 
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The Sufficiency of the S p1R1Y S Teaching, 


tothe Faith of Chriſt, and ſo much 1s by the Apoſtle there 
declared, ſaying , which while ſome have luſted after , they have 
erred jrom the Faith : ſo that 1t is moſt plain aud cleare, that 
thete things are lo tarre from perte&ing men , or helping of. * 
them in tne knowledge of the zruch , as that they hinder and 
cauic {uch as prote:i]2 chem to erre fiom the Faith : even all 
the {caven Liberall Sciences, - for all be but Science, and all 
this Science or knowledge 1s tally fayd to be of ue in the 
Goſvell; Profane and vaine bablings are farre berter names for 
rhem, and oppolitions , according to Par!s teaching , and he 
ſaith of himfelte, I thinks I have the Spirit of God, and fo-indeed 


- hehad without doubt, and.io our ground remaines good, that | 


we are compleat in Chri ſt Ieſw. 
Another conſideration conhrming this Concluſion, is trom 


"I I 3 19- the Apoſtles * advile, {er,no man deceive h:mſeife, and tha: in the 


JF Reaſon- 


+ T7 Cor.I.17: 
2 ms 


crue way of attaining miſzome ; he declares what it 1s 1n thele - 
. words, that ſuch a one 1s to become a feole that he may be wiſe , and 
how's that , but by knowing thar indeed there 1s nothing in 
all mans wiſdome ro be any what helptull but hurcfull ro him 
1na:raining and comprehending the wiſdome of God in Chriſt : 
Now whar 1s more tovliſh tro a man then to know that there 
is nothing that all-rhe wits of man can reach unto, that can 
benetic him : andif nothing, thea not this thing in queſtion, 
bur that it muſt needs be that we mult be tooles to it, and 
wWhatis the true marke of a foole bur to be ignorant, and with- 
out knowledpe, therfore we call them fooles in the world,and 
{01s it here; the beſt way for a man not to deceive himlelfe, is 
ro know nothing of this learning , nor any other fieſhly excel- 
lencie chat ſo he may learn true w3ſdome : and the Apoſtle doth 
(me thinks  ſufficiently'confirme this advice of his, againſt all 
EXCceptions, the Lord knows ({aith he) that the thoughts of men be 
vaine : Men think highly of thetr own conceits this way, yet 
if no man will take this his councell for mſdome 1n this kind, 
yet the Lord concludes the truth of it,and he knows the thoughts 
of men to be yaine, thar think Humane- Learning ſome helpe: 
but let them think what they will, the Lordis againſt them 1n 
it , tor he knows that 1t is {ure that they are deceived , for by 
| thouphts be not as mans thoughts. | | 
Row another Caule thar confirmes me in this Concluſion, 
is becauſe that whereloever the Apoſtle honours the Spirits 
reaching, and preterres it, ulually he at the {ame time caſts con- 
tempr upon this /eary;ng,as 1s to be icen 18 many places  Chrs/t 


(laith; 


_ the power and comming of our Lord leſs. Now ſuch names as 


mithos Hy MAN-LEARNING. 


(faith he) ſent me to preach the Goſpel, not with the wiſdome of ge 
words, leaſt 1 svould make the creſſe of Chrejt, or the Gojfel of Chriſt >. 
or n::ne ff, where we fee, that for good reajon he rejeas the — 
vc: v wildome of words in preaching of the Golpe] , and that ig 
-. leaſt if he thould have done otherwiſe, he ſhould have made "1 
i of no effcct, becauſe he was to declare the ftrcere word, with- | ; 
6 ut the le:it mingling ; as if he ſhould ſay , ſuch manner of en} x 
eaching 15 a tooliſhpreachwg , but ir is {o onely to chem that i 
perich ; but to ſuch as are favedit u the fower of God, without what * » = = Ty 
man expeas : and therfore he * ſaith againe, he was jealow over ® 2 Cof.I 1.2.2. - 
ehem with a godly jea'ouftc, for he had prepared them a pure Vur- F 


0 tor Chrejt : but faith he,I feare that as the Serpent begurled Eve, 


ut how © through bu ſubrilty, ſo your nunds should be corrupt, that \ , 
rs, putritied , and intected trom the ſincerity that 1s 11 Chriſt : 
This we {ee was Pauls feare , that while he was abſent their 
minds ſhould be withdrawn from the fooli{ſhneſſe of the Gol- 

1, and the (implicity, ſincerity, and truth thereof, and thts 
they (hould be withdrawn from by the ſubtilty of Satan that 
old Serpentyin his 1nſtruwents the falle teachers; this he feares 
becauſe of their fleſhlynefſe that was in them,which was ready 
to yeeld to their wiles by reaſon of their ſubtilty that way, for 
by faire words and fateeries they deceived the © beartsof the , 16.187 
ſimple, and with this their craftineſſe they lye in wait to Þ de- > f a 
ccive ; thus contemp:uouſly doth Par! ſpeake of theſe things , = 0096-Þ+ Lhe 
in oppoſition ro the true learning, as is further to be ſeen in 
many places, of which I will name one more, and that from 
the Apoſtle Peter in his ſecond Epiſtle chap. 1. verſe 16. For 
we ſaith he followed not decerveable Fables , when we opened unto you 


theſe are , doth the Apoſtle chouſe to caſt on mans excellen= S x Ton.1.4, 
cies as in divers other $ places which declare what contempt J.... + 
is caſt on ſuch learning in oppoſition to the Spirit of God. Tie.3.9- 
Now one thing more which I conceive obſervable for the 5 Reaſerss 
roofe of this point in hand , is drawn from the 2 Cor. 2. 10. ib 
The Spit ſearches the deep things of God,and 14. The ſpirzeual man 
diſcernes all things ;, it then the Spirit ſearcheth the deep things 
of Cn that govt ns » l __ 20 need we more : and 
with this agrees the Apoſtle John, f ſaying, And ye need not that i 
any man teach you , ſave as that picks pros gi Then L [25 SIS 
conclude , That we need not that any man teach w, wort the Maſter, 
nor any of bu followers , for the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt doe learne 
{« the truth 4) in him, andof bun, and they have received the Sparit 
of God, thas they might know the — of God ; therfore we _m 
we 
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The Sufficiency of the Sy1n1Ts teaching, 
well be without any mans learning, and have no need of it; and 
ſo the point is cleare and plain, That ſuch as are taught by Geds 
Spirit without that Learning, do truly nnderſtand the Word. 
I judge 1t neceſſary alſo to be underſtood of the Reader, 
what I doe underſtand by human wiſdome , as well as Human- + 
Learning : 'by human wiſdome 1 doe underſtand whatſoever ap- 
peres excellent 10 mans underſtanding, as he is left without Gods 
fpirits tecichmg; this the more excellent it is to him thart is carnall, 
to much the worſe it is : therfore it is f414 of ſuch by rhe Apo= 
itle, that whenas they profeſſed themſelves to be wiſe, then they became 
fooles. And (ſaith our Saviour, If the 119h t which 1 in thee (which 
1 mind tu be mcant of mens underſtan: ing and wiſzome) be dark- 
nefse, bow great 35 that darkneſſe : So that by mans wi ſaome 1 un-. 
deritand, whatſoever ſeems excellent to him with which he would 
honour God withall,that he n not the Author of, as elsquence, and faire 
\p-eches, and any thing in that way : ſuch as the Greeks ſought 
ateer,as men doe now adayes. This I do the rather differ from 
Haman- Learning, becauſe it ſeems to me that the Scripture 
differenceth them, AFs 22. and the difference rightly under- 
ſtood may prevent juſt exception , . and give light to the right 
underſtandmg of the whole matter : for this wiſdome is made 
by the Apoſtle, and that rgghtly, to be enmity to the Sparit of Gods 
and impoſfible to ſubmit to it; 1t is ſo contrary. 
Now followes to be anſwered ſuch Objections as are made 
againſt it, as firlt, | 
That of Paul, in r Tim. 3.6. That a Bishop muſt be no young 
Scholler , leſt he being puffed up fall into the condenmation of the 
Devil. 

The Scholerthip Paul means here, s the teaching of the Spirit, 
whereby the man # made ſound mn the Faith , for that learning onely 
will make men low in their own eyes , as 1s before declared, 
and he that 1s wnſound tn the faith , will ever be found the moſt 
tofty and puffed up in his own concezt , and ſo be rejeed of God 
as the Devil was, though he was in heaven with God,yet being 
puffed up, he was reje&ed of God, and ſo * caſt down to hell, to 
which example Paz! here alludes,as I conceive, and that right» 
Iy,for a Biſhop in the Church is in reſpe& of his ſpiritual ſtate 
and ptace, in favour and fellorwshsp wit h God, and that in Heaven, as 
che whole Book of the Revelation deſcribes the Church to be z 
Now ſuch as by the Church ſhould be choſen to that ſtate, 
being yormng Scholers, that 1s, not foundly taught m the truth by the 
Spirze , hets 1n great danger , the more other learning that he 
barks ſo much the moreto be prſſednp, This I belcevewas 

cnge 


eithout Hy MANE-LEARNING. . 


the cauſe of Diorrephes *pride, he wanted this rn and * 2 1b, 9.205 - 
that cauſed him to feck the preheminence : Andrthis, whatfo- > he OY 
ever our great Scholers think of themſelves 1s the caule of > = LG. 
the 5i2þ conceits that they have of themſelves , and their kurow- Cen 
ledge and widerſiandirg above others, that want their {earrings —_ 
eventhis, becauſe they be but young Scholers (1t that) in the - 

Schole of Ci571ſt:aad thenc is ic they are to putt up wich the vain - : 
glory of their feſhly learmng » that they think chac none that 

are not as themſelves are fitto be their fellowes , and fo know >. | 

not now that they be wretched, pon miſerable, blimd, and naked : Oe? A 
thovgh they conceive themſelves co be rt , and have need of | 

nothing, as did the  Laodiceans ; and ſo indeed are fallen mto the 4 Rey. 2.17; 
condemnation of the Devil, as being rejected of God, for he refiſts CE "I 
the proud, and ſuch as are pufc up, and grves grace to the F humble, + x Pee. Fei 

and ſuch as are low in their own ey's : Now whether theſe men | 
Humanly tearned, be they that are puft up, or low m their own eyes, 
as meane as he that uunlearned, | leave to all that haye eyes to 
{ee to looke into it, and fo to judge whether they are nor yet to 
learne Pauls Scholerfhip. 

Further I ſay it is here to be minded., that if it ſhould be 
Human-Lerving that is here meant , then Paul ſhould teach 
Timothy tor to teacn the Church to chuſe ſuch Scholers,as had 
more learning then had their Maſter Chriſt Ieſus : Now this 
{ome ſay 15 blaſphemy,and threaten me ſorely for it. 

I Anſwerthem, that conſidering Chriſt Leſs as God, accor 
ding to the Divine nature, ſo he s Godover all , and ſo proes all 
things, As 17.25. and ſo heis the $ giver of every good gift, and $ Iam.1.17. 
1o Hrman- Learning, and wiſdome are f of ham, and through him : f Rom. 1 I*37« 
and ſo much (but that men are maliciouſſy bent ) they might 
diſcerne, that I in this argument had not ro deale with hrnw, JS 
Godjbur as the Miniſter of God, adrminiſtring "i the good of hy body, 
according to that, Luke 4. x8. where he ſaith , che ſpirit of the 


Anſwer 1 


Loxd hath Anoynted me, that I should Miniſter, &c, and fo in this | 
argument he is by the Apoſtle ſer forth as a Man, + Ieſu of # 4Q. 2,22, 4 
Nazareth, a man approved of God ;,, and as ſuch a man ſo admini= : : 
Aring 1 doe-ſtill afirme, and that with great confidence , that 

He was nunlearned in this conſideration , : and without the learn- 

ing that we ſpeake of : and fo the tongue of the © Learned that »» 1/4y-50-43 

awas {aid to begiven Him, 1s * mnterprered by the ſame Prophet © Tay. 61. Is 

to be the Spirzr of God ; for ſaith He , the Spirit of the Lord hath 

ed me that I should preach ; from whence is plaine , that 


Chriſt Ieſus was learncd of the Bather to preach by the Spirit , without 
ceo C2 Human= 
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See further of 


The Sufficiency of the Sp1 A1TS Teaching, 


Human- Learning,and ſo much 1s plainto them that can beleeve 


"th:7an the Epyſtlethe Scrijeures, from Iobn 7. 15. where the Jews admire,ſayings 
:."<twtored with thy How comes thy man to know the Scraptkres , ſeeing that be was never 


\ 


: Mat. IO. F. 


/ 


Se — .P 


marke. # 


F | ar 


$ AA 6.17. 


# Att.13.45- 


% 


2 Obje. 
$ Tit. I-11. 


Anſw. 


learned : from whence it 3s plain thatas he was a Man he was 
#unlearned in the letters of the Scriptures , though as God he knew 
all chings, and by a divine power, not Human- Learning, ſo much 
as his own natural tongue by letter,as in the Synagogue he could 
take the Book and read : arid this doubtlefie was one cauſe, 
why the Jewes are ſaid to be aſionzhed at the bearing and ſcing of 
Himzas appeares Matb. 13+ 54 &c. Luke 4. 22, ſothat tiom 
all this my affirmation remaines true, and good, that zf Hrman- 
Learning should be it that # there meant by the Afoſtte , then be was 
go teach the Servant to be above bu Meſter, whenas Chriſt leſs him- 
ſelfe * ſfauh, I1txenough for the Diſciple ro be 4s bu Lord, and he 
being deſtizute of Haman-Learning , his Diſciples may well be 
mithout it alfo, wi:hout any offence, and yet preach the Goſpel 
too. Now, if notwithſtanding all this there be them that will 
take + Stephens accuſers place, and ſtill accuſe me of Llafpbemy as 
they did him, &c. though it may be, they may fay true words, 
as x bu I faid that Jefiu Chrift was without Human-Learning , and 
ſo apply it to him as God, whenas I ſpake of him as Mano, they 
may there ſee themlielves ranked among the numbes of them 
that are called by the Spiri# of God falſe wi:nefſes, as walking 12 
the ſteps of thoſe envious perſons , even ſuch as wese alwayes 
the wwrtherers and betrayersof Chriſt Feſmand his ſcrvants : and 
they thatare ſuch , may be likened to therp that being full of 
envy,  fpake againſt thoſe things that were ſpuken of Paul, contrarying 
them,and raylng on them : Marke it,they denyed what he taughns 
but diſproved it not, but ſpake againſt it, and rayled'on the pex- 
ſon,and ſo left nor till they had bina meanes to expell chem 
out of their Coaſts ; fo was he, and ſuci1 like 9:64ſure is ili to 
be expeRtedto befall ſuch as tread in his ſteps , butir is t@ ve 
minded that enviou ones are the movers of it; and (oleaving of 
1t,'l come to another exceprion, which is, | 

p _ ſuch are unlearned > ena able to ſtoppe che monthbes 
of gamnfayers, leeing the Apoſtle requires of a $ Bizbop char he 
Ss be ableſo to . : | BOY 

I Anſwer, that it is not the A np entent that the mouthes of 

gamſayersthould be Ropped by the knowledge of congues and 
arts, but that way that himaſelfe dire&s, x Tuw 9. whuch is by 


Sound dofrine, or by wholſome dofirine ; ſo then, to goe any other 


way then thus oppe abeir mouthes, 15 both an unſound, and an 
I oo wwhol. 
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unwholſome courſe : and it were farre better in my Pays roma | 
and that according to Paxl, that their mouthes should be left open, | : 
then that they ſhould be ſtops after that manner , and 1 hath 
not profited them in the fprriiuall meaning of the word that have 
bin exexciſed therin : ſo now it is high time that we, honour- 
30g the ceacbing of the Spirit, fhould retuſe ro meddle with ſuch | 
as goe avother way to work, then by z#, to declare Gods mind to —_ - 


' us, becauſe it alone 1s ſufficient #0 ſtoppe the moutbes of all garn- 


ayers. * They were not able to refaſt the Sptrae (tt the 20ngues and v "F<. x2- «7% 
arts )by which he ſpake, for he uſed none of them, for tbe wea- | - 


ns of or warfare are not carnal, and fo are tongues and arts, and 
ch like > but yet mighty,not by man, but through God, to 4 caſt , 2 Cor.1 A F+ | 
den bolds : therfore this w-apon onely 1s ſufficient to ftoppe rhe " $6 
04th of all gaynſayers; and for ſuch as thiak ut ja Jy Gags k 
good lettheir Human- Learnirg doe them , and be good Lord 


groe me of hu holy Spinit onely, to dee tha works ; aud ſo 1 come to 


the next exception, which 1s, 


That there was the uſe of tongues mthe Apoſtles times in 3 Objet. 
the Churches, 402. As 8, Atts 10. As 19. 1 Cop. 12. and 
3 Cor. 1 | | 
This 1 grant was ze, bat there we finde that they were the Anfute 
mnmediate gafts of God, freely given and beſtowed on them as 
other ſpiruuall gifts were , without their indaſtry or paines , as 
peares mdivers F Scripeares : now wherſoever ſuch grfexare F AA.2.2> 
to be found, them | will freely acknowledge, as being mdeed Af.$.27. 
ſurable tro the Gofpe?, which brings #0 us treely all go bf. AR. 10.44- 
without any Jabour or paines of ours , and therfore all is faid AF. 19.6+ 
$0 be of $f leaſt any man yhould beaſt : but if the ronguesthatare | 
pleaded fer , arefſuch as are arrayed to by mmduſtry and paines- 
zaking of our own , then they better fuit with woxks then grace, _ 
and 10 are more meet for A£gyps and Babylow then for the -- 
Church of Jeſus Chriſt , which comes by all her pretious Gifts 
grath, and thertore tuch as plead for theſe things, as futable to 
the Miniſters , become ineffet farable with $ Symon Magus; | 
who would have obtayned the gift of the Spirit, by money, which $ 43.8, 3% 
there was the gift of tongues, and if theſe tongues pleaded tor, be 
the ſame, rhey are all attayned by money, audit this beſo good 
a way now, Why doth Pezer ſoevilly intreat him, for deliring 
that for wexex, Which all afterwards by theſe pleas were therby 
to obtaine : Bur Peter we ſee perceives him to be inthe gal of 
bitterneſſe, and the bond of iniquity, that ſhould offer to ſecke to 
obrainc the gf# of Gods Spirit that way ; .and if they be Humans 
© excellencrety 
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The Snffwiency of the" $'p1 xrTs reaching, | 
Ob excelencies, then of necaſſiry the courſe is to be repented of alſs 
==” that any ſhould offer ro bring any 64mane thing to Gods word 
TR when 25 1t-15 lo expreſly forbxddenuis, that we put nothing therte 


Der. 12.32, mortake anythuag therfrom ; Put nothin to bu Word, leaft be reprov 
Pro,z0.6. theeamnd thorn be founda lyer, Now there is nothing but the wor 
| and fp:irze goe together, therfore they are Ivable to Gods reproofe 

* ,Pl4.50,21. Whiwchis * tearimgn preces, Therfore let all ſach as ſtand fo 

T2 ., ſuch learning to bruang men tq the knowledge of Geds word, min: 

+ _2*.,- Whether Petersexborzaton to Symon Mags, ought not to tak 

' + AF.Y.22. place with them,mamely to £ repent of thu their wickedneſſe,&c 

- andackuowledge the Sperit of God freely beſtowed, to be the alon 
furnisher of us to: that which 5 raghe im hy fight, without whic| 


i none haue part or fellowſhip of this buſinefſe in wnderſiandm 

I: autbunfolding:of the things:'of God , and lo I come to anothe 
excepty on. - wA F$*334 4371 F " ; 

4 Objea. Suppole two Men, both alike indued with grace from Ged 


and alike gif:ed by His Spirit, the one a learned man, and th 
otheran wilemed man,which of theſe two ſhould be choſen in 
to-che. Miniſtry of Chrift in his Church © 

Anſw. The urlearned man : For theſe Reaſons. 

+ Ga.2.64'' :Fisftz'Becaule $'God refpett no mans perſon : now if God ſhoul: 
take the earned man , then he mult be r:ſpþeed above the othe 
for it,1t he be of right and dueto be preterred, which is wick 

*ednelle once to thinke of-him:, for all are alike in that reſpect 

: # _. buttheiScriptaretells us, and that for good reaſon, that withor, 

if. 003 hay rely cet af; all, he of his good pleaſure, and that no flesh should glor) 

© 1 4% bathchden the foolich things and the vile thingsin mans account \, h 

$ 1 Cor. 1,27. hathchoſen.the $ foolizh things of this world to confound the wiſe 
 thenit, God have ſo choſen , let him have his own choyce , it 1 
 meetheſhould:, : for his choxe is the beſt ; and the end why h 

+ 1-ay.29. 13. hath fochoſen, is, that he miphe confaund .che wiſe , and fo 7 fulfi 

+ 1 Cor.1.19. hbs.word; as Paul % expreſſerh's and thus he chooſerhnot onely fo 

i I Cor. 4-10. ſavatzon bur for miniſtration, the © foolith 1n Mans account 

2 Col.11.1, Paulie ſeems was fo feclrsþ in theirs and others account, in hi 
__  - adminiſtration of che word , as that ehey could ſcarce ſuffer 10 

and this lence muſt needs be good, though the placebe under 

ſtoodof Gods choyce vo ſalvation onely, which cannor be che mean 

| + 3 Cor.11.17 ing, becauſe as we may ſee Pauls argument is abour f preathin 
Lone 7 of the Gefpel, going onwards 1n oppoiing the Scribe and driſpnre 
y __ of chis world, to them rcthae were nor {uch , and fo comes « 

| declareamong whom ir was, that the Lord made His choyce, an; 
Shar was among the foolrth in che worlds e5e+ * bur'as oy > 
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before, take the other for the ſenſe, and the poine remaines re, 


' becauſe, that of ſuch &5 God chooſeth to ſalvatwn of them, he chooſeth ; 
_ Mimiſters, and for ſalvation 1t 1 granted be choeſeth the foolish, #hen (7 


it muſt needs follow , that out of the fooltsh alfo he chooſeth Mint= 


ers, | 
Secondly, And this indeed is moſt ſuzable zo the Goſpel, | 
_* which 1s 12 !elte frmplzcaty, and appeares 70 the wiſdome of man # 2 Cor, 19.2» 


ſo to be , and 1e15 no? meet our Sayiour faith to pur contraries 
rogether , «5 4 new piece mmto an old garment , nor new wine intoold 
axſſels,but ro have all thigs tutable. Therfore ſecing the Goſ- 


pellis X; foolzohnefſe , thertoie it 15 meer he fhould have fools. 41 1 Cor, 1.25« 


Mimſtcrs im the wiſe worlds a:connt , yea and in his ſervants too , 
whenas they ſee ds man ſtes,and not as doth the Lord , For thus was 
1r of old fubject ro Samuel the Lowds Prophet, whenas the Lord 


» ſent him to the houle of 15hay, to anoynt him a King, he freing as 


a man doth,he laid, F ſurely the Lords anoynted t before me, bur we + 1 Sam b6, 
find that the Lord corre&s that, and rells him, it was not ſo , the 6.7. 


* morenunlskely man, and the unthought of one, was he that God had 


choſen to :1miſetfe, and to is it here, we arenet toſee as man ſecs, but 
az the Lord aaretls us. oi: 


Thirdly, God chooſeth theſe things in oppoſition to others, to aſto- 


nish the wiſdome of man : When the $ Conncel perceived Peterand g 48. 4.132 


John were wnlearned men, and without hrowledge, they marvey/ed, 


and were amazed : And fo ſaith the Apoſtle, He Þþ catchech the F x Cor 3-19» 


wiſe in their own craft : they thinke that all knowledge lyes intheit 
breaſts, Now the Lord he comes and makes fnks wiſe, and {6 
catcheth them , manitcſting ebat their thoughts be but vaine , in 
thinking that the wiſe be them that God hath choſen ; for it is not ſo, 


_ forhehath choſen the fooltsþ to confound the wiſe, and therfore ſuch 


as are god:y wiſe, ſhould chooſe Gods wiſe, but the worlds foolish 
things tor His, ſerve before the workds wiſe ones : and ſo ] come 
to another exception, which is, En Rn 
* If it be fan&ified, it muſt needs be 2 good helpe to the right un- 5 ObjeRt. 
derſtanding of the Truth. | 
It 1s true, 1f it be ſan&trfied, ſo it is, But how or where doth Anſw, 
that appeare that ever it was ſanHified? Hath not the Lord long 


agone tuld us by his * Prophet,and withed his to behold it, that ® Tſay, 39-15» 
| be would dee a marveylous workg , and then he doubles it aggine> 


even 4 marveylets worke and a wonder, and then all comes to this» 
#bat be would cate to perizh, and deſtroy the wiſdome of the wiſe, and 
caſt away the underſtanding of the prudent ; and here if we could 
ſee, we mylhr all of us ſtay oug wondering at this ſtrange _ 
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The Sufficiency of the Sy1RTTsS Teaching, 


and conſider, the Lord tells us, it # 4 marvelous worke and a won] 
der,and fo our wondering and merveyling , how theſe things come 
{o to be,is bur a tultilling of Gods word ; and men mignt reſt in 
itzand {ee in the next words , that 8t 1a wo to them for the former 
ebuſe of the fame : and io now as * Malachy laith, that he would 

curſe their bleſſings, and that he had done it already : to both which ' 
£ agrees the Apoſtle trom Iſay, and concludes alſo eat God hath 


:, deſtroyed it : and in another placertells us, that #t # emmty with 


God. How ſhall any dare lay then, s ſanrfied,whenas ſo plain. 
acnurſe1s on it, as that we are wiſhed to beware of being Þ fpoy- 
led byit : Noware we wiſhed any where to beware ot being 
{poyled by that which 1s 7 rg to 15,10 2 ſpirttuall way. Now 
theſe things can be ſanified no further then they are of ule, 
and that is but ina worldly way : tor a fpirituall uſe they be aCe 
curled from ir. 

Now another exception from theſe things thus minded is, 
That by this all Fiumane-Learning {ſeems utterly to be cone 
demned. : 

I Anfwer,that ic followes not; becauſe it is not to be allow- 
ed 1n this way, that chet fore itis not of any uſe ; for I doe ac- 
knowledge ut 1n ic (elfe to be a good _—_ , and good in its 


* Gen.1x.from proper place z which is for the repayring of that $ decay which 


6.70 19, 


came upon man for {inne : (0,1 (ay, it is of good uſe,for the repay= 
ring of that loſſe, and fo fic for States-men, Phyſicians, Laws 
yers, and Gentlemen, yea, all men fo farre as they can attaine 
colt, are as men beyond and above others that are without ity 
yea, and beyond all other excellenctes that this world can 
afford : but bring it once to be a help to underſtand the mind of 
God mn the holy Scriptures, 2nd there it 15 acteſtable filth, drofſe and 


+ i Tim.6.21 ung 11 that reipett, and fo good for nothing, bur + deſtroy and 
* cauſe men to erre, as we have leen betore : Ir tares with it, as L 


perceive, 2s it doth with Fire, keep ic in the Chymaey, and it 
ſerves as a good bleſſing of God, for good and neceſſary uſes, but 
lec it once come into the roote of the houſe , and it deſtroyes 
all , becauſe it ts notin ics proper place : ſoit is here for this. 
_ » among men, for Le and worldly imployments , it 1s 
ood ; Bur bring tt once co the perfiting of the Goſpel, and it will 
e found to be the ſpoyling of it. 
And yet further ſo farre doe I acknowledge tongues to be of 
uſe, as to yeeld us the tranſlation, of the Serzptures, out of one 
language into another , without which we that /are wnlcarned 
could uot come to have the l/errer of the word, and fo farre there 
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2s 2 neceſſity of it for that uſe : butthat man which can ſos 
doe, is ever the more able ts underſiand the fpiriruall meaning 
;of the word thereby , that L deny, and withall doe affirme that 
an under{tanding man may zbrougb the reaching of the Spirte know 
ghe mind of God, which the otner may never reach unto, accor= 
ding to that * faying of our Saviour ; 
the Myſteries , the ſecrets of the Kingdome of heaven, to you his 
Jiniple Diſciples it # given, but to orhers , the learned Scrabes and 
Phariſees it was not given : Butinthis caſe it may fare 2s it 
did with thoſe that luile Noabs Arke, they made a place of 


ſafeguard for ochers, but were drowned themſelves : ſo theſe men 


4y Prepare a good hetpe for others, but themielves be altogether 
wary an Fa os ph : A Lantherne you know ts of good 
uſe,to contain the.Candle, bur let one carry 1t in adarke mighty 
and it will doe him no pleaſure without a Candle jighted 1n1t; 
of the ſame-uſe is the letter of the word, it 15 but as a Lantherne 
or Candle without highe. Now the Spir;t 15 the light of the lev- 
ger, and ſo is the Apoſtles + oppoſitron : ſuch men then in that 
reſpe& may be a help ro others , and yet whenall 
caſtawayes themſelves, ſceing as we have betore ſeen, the Agyp- 
trans and Babylonians in this kind of learning did excel. And 1t 1s 
none other blefſing then what the Pope, Cardinalls, and other 
rofeſſed enemies of the eruth ( as all for the generall confeſle 
them tv be)have inas great a mealure,and beyond many others 
that profeſſe to know the eruth , and ſtand ſtifly for this as 
ſpeciall belpe to underſtand the true meaning of cbe Lord in the word, 
whichifirbeſo, then by their own grants they have the ade 
vantage of them, and foare to be reyerenced of themſelves, to 
have more knowledge in it then they : ſo then, they are to ace 
knowledge their errour , in counting themſelves wiſe above what a 
meer,or elſe muſt be forced to conteſle , - chat that learning u 1a- 
vdyleable for finding out of the mind of God. Neither forall this 
would | have any.co.conclude of me , as ſome affirme , that I 
hold all Learned men to be excluded from the ſpirituall meaning of 
ehe Word, God forbid, for, 


To you 1t 5 piven totnw # Mat.1 2-I7s . 


is done be bur $ 2 CT-3> | 


& x Cor. 1.26, 


Though the Apolile t ſay, not many of ſeverall rankes, yet he $ Mar.15-43« 


ſaith nor, there 3-nont”, but yet not many : There was one Ioſepb 
"of & Arimathea;One F Nicogemw; One Deputy * Surgew Paulus 
a prudent man,anddivers of + the Priefts: But this was not ulu- 


ſuall,for ic is hard for ſuch men co entertaine the eruth. Gods or- + x Cor. 1.2.7« | 


dinary Way 15 among the foolssh + weake and vile ; ſothat when 
asthe wiſe, rich, noble agd nh to xecelve, the Golpg, 
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The Sufficiency of the $?1R1T5 teaching, 


they then come to makes themſelves equal with them of the 
® /ozper jort, the fuols:h , wile and unlearned, for thoſe be the true 
+ beyres oft 1t; and therfore it was not in vaine, that James layds, 
F Hearken, my veloved Brethren, bath not God choſen the poore , he 
we] (aw that the rs and carnall were dull of hearing of this 
matter, bur yet he tells them God hat h choſen the poore of thi world 
ro be rich im Faith, 3nd upon this conſideration it 15 that he wifhe 
eth the $ Brother of high degree to,rejoyce in that he was made lowy 
that 15, brought tin hy mind, 1nd account _ with the poore,accounte 


ing himſelfe never the higher for any ſuch excellenctes : and {0 the 


Brother of low degree, to rejoyce in that be # exalted, that 1s, that he 
was made a1 King and Prieſt unto God, and was ſet in heaven!) Places 
with Ieſus' Chriſt ;, ſo as the one is made low in reſpect of any 
flesbly confidence he hath in ſuch things, the other is exalted, be- 
10g outwardly poore , by being in Chriſt Teſw , and ſo they both 
meet in one; but now by reaſon of the ſmoke rhat 4 riſen out of the 
bottomleſſe pit, and that the Devil y * caſt out of heaven, and all by 
Angels with him to the Earth, which Angels were the fallen 
+ Starres that he drew after by tayle, that now he hath by reaſon of 
them hatchedſincea Religion in the world, as that he would 
have the wiſe, the rich, the noble, the learned the onely ones, and 
the peore muſt be beholden to them , whenasthis is like him=- 
ſelfe dire&ly to oppoſe Iefi Chriſt; ſo, as that we may truly ſay. 
with the Prophet, Lord who bath beleeved our report, or to whom 
#he arme of the Lord revealed. 
Bur ir is yer further Obje&edto be the manner of ſuch as. 
canot themſelves attaine to that excelfencie that ts in another, to- 
OEM that in them that ſo they might advance theme 
elves. 

This I confeffe is a carnal! courſe that ſuch as are themſelves. 
ficſhly are ſubject to' take ,'and 1t may as well be my fault as 
anothers , Bur yer I profeſſe inthe preſence of the Lord that L 
doe notallow my ſelte in any ſuch courſe. Neither dothſuch 
an exceptionas this beſeeme a man that 4 ledby the Spirit of Truth, 
for to make againſtany } wears of God , that profeſieth oppoſition: 
to fuch things , as profeſſing to be led thereto by the word and 
Spirit of Truth , For it ſavours ſtrongly of the. flesh, and 1s too 
ſutable ro the praiſe of Reprobates , whoſe praftiſe 1s to take 
things in the evil part , wheras love by which al. the Saints sbould 
judge , judges the beſt of thing , till ſuchtime itcaneſpie any 
cauſe ſo ro doe.” And for the /ifrmg up of my ſelfe, to be ſure if 
Iſo doe, Gods wordix is, that be will plucke the mighty frombs = 
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' . it were beltfor all ſuch as ſo conceive, to commnt the judgement 


without Hy MANE-LEAARNING: | 
2nd then you may be ſure that according to his word my fat 
evill be farre greater then my exaltation can poſſibly be , and therfore IE” 


eo the Lord, and themſelves judge nothmg before the time, nor ſpeaks 
#20 more preſumptuouſly < let. not arrogancie come out of your mouth, 
for the Lord a God of knowledge , and by bim enterpriſes are eſta« : 
blished, Burt yet after this manner of reaſoning, carnall men may . . 
overthrow the whole Goſpell : For whereas the Screpture __ 
ſhews that Teſs Chriſt was without forme,or beauty,or any ſuch thing, 
wherfore be should be defired,the carnall man will ſoon ſay no other 

bur fuch a one would be fo fopli;h,as ro part from honours, reches, 
eredit, andſuch hike , to indure fo much ſorrow and need norz 


- and whereas the Apoſtle * ſaith, that be rooke on him the forme of * Phil.2 


a ſervant, they would ſoon an{wer, and guod reaſon why, be- | 
cauſe he could not be a Maſter ; and wheras it is faid , be choſe 
the poore, that will they ſay, he muſt needs do; and the foolish, for 
none of the rich and wsſe, would be To fimple, as to follow him : 


- and wheras he ſaith, love not the world, nor the things mm it, good 


cauſe why will they ſay, for ſuch fooles as you z know not how 

to get it,orelſe,to be ſure, you would love it as well as others. 

And thus have I given you a glympſe,how that by this manner 

of carnall arguing, we might overthrow our own ſalvation, and 
fit down in the very vale and shadow of death, as full of darkneſſe, as 

this argument 1s deſtitute of Truth, | 

And thus having Anſwered to ſuch exceptrons as I know of 
made againſt this tmth : I come now to fach Ules as it ſhall 
1 F[c. 


afford us. The firſtis | 

Todiſcever to us the depth of the great Woe, that the world hes 
wnder, (ct forth and © revealrd to ws, in which the word of the Lord « Rev.9, from 
8 fulfilled, and men ee itnot: and this you know the Scripture x. to 15 
in {ſundry places makes the depth of a judgement , as in Hoſea, BE 
Ephraim u ſaid te have here and there gray hayres , and yet he ſaw 
them not ; and in this we know was the ſtrengeh of that Þ great + 2 Theſ.2.12; 
Indgement , that men shoi:'d confidently take lyes for truth , thus is Cots 
there madethe depth of their woe, And the like 15 manifeſted 1 Tim. 4 2» 
$ elſe where, by the ſame Apoſtle, declaring, that though th:y : 
ſpeake lyes , yet they y_ ſeared m ther Conſciences, & that they 
felt,nor feared no danper t 


at they weretn , no more then the man 'f 


aythat lying drunke dad , though he lay fleepins on the top of the Maſt ETFS TH A o. 
and 6 — tobe drowned, To he Cardin, - and 29. iS « AS 35-37 
cafe, the Sunand the Ayre being darkened, their condstzon muſt 
aceds be wofull : and yer this 4s the cate of the znbabitants of the 
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The Suffczency of the $9191 Ts Teaching; | 
E arth, that they cannot be brought to beleeve, but that they are 
ina very good caſe , though that the light of the gloriom Gefpely 


7 | | 
OY #* 2.Cor.4.4-6. which 6 the Image of God, doe not shine unto them , as, * ſaith the - 


Apoſtle. Now that by whichthus San is faid to be darkened, 
# the ſmoke of the bottomileſſe pit , and that we ſhall find to be the 
glory and power of the falſe Church , called by the name of the 
Bottomleſſe pit. And that this may the better appeare, we find ma- 
ny © places in the Scripture , manifeſting the glory of God, and bs 
e God hath ſmoke 1n his Temple, 

ſo hath Gods adverſary in his Temple alſo, or rather, his bot:om- 
kſfe pit : After his ſmoke, in Revel. g. 2. 3. there follows power, 
and if you looke 1n the 7, 8, and 9. verſes , there is their glory; 
and it doth further appeare by the 13th Chap. and the 3. verſe, 
that it was ſo great power and ploty, as that all the world. wondered, 
and admiredit ; and yet this eſis Chriſt accounts a_ great wo and 
plague to them ; Now part of this woe, I beleeve is this learning, 
which we have herein queſtion, for as we have before mant- 
feſted, the Sun light of the Goſpel of Ieſus Chrift alows not, for the 
glory of Chriſts Dottrine #, that it s of the Spirits teaching : for 
when we behold the glory of the Lordin the moſt perfefieſt meas 
ſure, ſo as we are ehanged theremto fromglory to glory, yer all is from 
the Spirit of the Lord, ſeeing that he is the promiſed Comforter ,that 
4 to teach tus all good things belonging to our perfefiion, Then it muſt 
needs follow that 1s a ſmokey power, and glory, flowing from the 
Kingdome of Sathan, and ſo a part of the tayle that the $. Dragon drew 
the Starres withall after him : and hence comes it to paſſe, that 
now inſtead of the Spirits reaching, according to Peters propheſie, 
here are a generation that doe mnbcch prevaly bring un damnatle 
,err2urs, and ſo for that end forſaking the Spirit of truth, they ſpeakg 
lyzs through hypocriſte , as Paulalſo witneſſeth. they ſhould doe, | 
pretending now that the rrue and right way for underſtanding the 
Scriptures and mind of God was , that men for that end muſt learne 4 
part from others, onely for that worke, and ſo to be taught in Tenguesy 
and aivers Languages , and have their wits exerciſed in. Arts and 
Scrences humane : and ſo ſuch a flouriſh beares this in mans con- 
ceit, as that it ſeems the onely way that can be for a man to be 
made fit for this worke : ſo that before while the Angels kept 
their ſtation in heaven, the Spirits ſimple teaching was judged ſoſ- 
cient without theſe things for thu worke,they now being. fallen from 
thence to the earth,and having the key of the bottomleſie pit, thence 
it being opened, now ariſeth up * Plateand Ariſtotle, and a mul. 
ticude more of Heathen Plylofophers. Theſe are the foure 4nn- 
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gels that ſtand on the foure corners of che earth holding the foure winds. 
that they sbould not blew on the Earth , neuther on the Sea , neither on 
#1y Tree,as being thoſe that have the whole power of Preach- Rev.7-1- ws 
Ing in their hand, not ſuffering any to blow bur who th. y pleaſe, and 4 - 
fo doe withold the irath m —__ » declalaring thereby they Rom. 1.1 d 
e 


be under the wrath of God : and they ſeem to yeeld theſe Stai rey : 
Principles , very firting in their own underſtandirg , berter to . ; 


furniſh chem with firneſſe to open the mind of God, then His Spirit 


can doe; whereas before , whenas the perfe8 reachings. of the 
boly Spirit was in force, theſe men of all others were by reaſon 
of their learnmg and wifdeme, the moſt untutableſt men that were 


- inthe world for the receiving of the erweb, as appeares by the 


teſtimony of Luke, and is not yet for all che great Swn light of the AA.1-16 

gloriow Gofp-l of Chriſt, which theſe men profefe,they have theſe 5 
blacke ſmo of name 0 fall ſo ſtiffly Rood for, as that there is no | 

removing of men from the high concert that they have of them. - | 


And dothnot this ſufficiently declare as the Apoſtle ſaith, that 


God bath blinded the mma: of men, ſo as they cannot ſee,but are ſo much > Coy.g..4, 
the blinder becauſe they ſay they ſee : and nence came it ro paſle, j,þ 9.41, 
that I for mentioning Pte and Ariſtorle, and ſuch like, was de- 
manded how I came by the knowledge of that , if not by Hu- ObjeR, 
man-Learning * with contempt caſt upon it, as it that which 
I had from them , being Humane Learned Men, was of it 
ſelfe ſufictent to overthrow the matter which I had there 
ivered. anko: 
* anſwered then as I doe ſtill , it was none other but as Paul if 
menttoned to the Athenians their own Poets, and yet forall that A817: 
he was as great an enemy to Human- Learnmg as I,and preater too. | 
And itis to be minded, as I have before declared, that I doe noe 
oppoſe the knowledge of Humane things, nor yet deny but that we may 
be acquainted with their ſayings, as the Apoſtle himſelfe, and vur 


' Saviour was, yea and that fomtimes we make uſe of them too, 


as occaſton requi res,as I have done here, though ſparingly,and 
butſeldome, and when tt is, that it be of great ufe, as it was at 
thoſe 3 tmes that Pantdid uſe them , and no more, that i re- 40 x 7.28. 
member inall the Scrgpeure, Now this you fee ehe Spirit reach- | 6,7 15.33s 
eth, and cherfore it cannor properly be called Human- Learning, T;; 1,12, 
eſpecially in my ſence that I haveto doe withall , which is ro | 
oppole that which 1s maintaned , to make men fitring to open the 
mind of God in hy word, which is by the learning of tongues and arts, 
& of neceſſity, wheras this is uſed bur by the by , and not to find 
our the Truth with, but it being ſufficiently before Moog by 
— | tnemse 


— 
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The Sufficrency of the Sy1k 1T $ teachings : 
thernſelves alſo. It is the Spirits order to gaine there achmwy-. 
ledgement of it,and this 15n0 other learmmyg,but what every man 
without any Scholerſhip( as ye call it) may artaine unto,wher= 
35 that thatis ſo much gloryedn, 1s, that a man K able aptly to ſpeak 
according to art and knowledge in the Sciences , and this 15 1t by - 
which men yet {till are harched and bred up, and thus I beleeve 
was the meanes of bringing in all thoſe abhominable erronrs. 
that the Earth hath drunkem , both in Dofrinc and Prafliſe, and ſs 
have occaſined thoſe noyſome luſts that drown men in perdition , that' 
the man of God to flie, as beſt beſceming the tayle of the Dragon, and' 

ſuting with this great woe which 1s further manifeſted , by com= 
paring the Miniſters of Teſts Chriſt and thoſe rogether. Now 
what marks they be known by, you may read in 2 Cor. 6. from 
the the 3.tothe xr. verſe, where as in a Looking-glaſſe, you 
may behold the true prfure, both of the one, and of thevthers. 
By them we approve our ſelves as the Miniſters of Chriſt, and give none 
occaſion, why our Miniſtry should be reprooved, ſaith Paul, In mucts 


Patience, m Afﬀflitions gn Neceſſities in Diſtreſſes, in ſtrips mm Impre= 


ſonments,in Tumults,n Labour inWatchings,tn Faſting s,by purenes, 
by knowledge, by long-ſuffering ,by kindneſſe,by the Holy Ghoſt,by love 
unfeianed, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of 
rioheeouſneſie, on the right hand, andon the left, by honour and diſ- 
honour, by evill report, and good repoyt, as d.ceivers and yet true ; ds 
unknown, and yet known, &s dying, and yet behold we live, as chaſtened, 
and net hailed, as ſorrogfull, and yet alway rejoycmg, as poore, and yet 
naking many rich , as having nothing and yet poſſeſſing all thmgy, 
T hete ye lee are the marks by which Pazl approves himlelte 
with his fellow labourers, to be the Mmiſters of Chriſt. Now the 
quite contrary may be read in thoſe that profeſſe themſelves fo - 
to be : They diſprove themſelves to be the Mmaiſters of Chriſt, 
in all theſe things ; where 1s thetr patient bearing with the contrary. 
minded,as Paul {aith the * ſer vants of God ſhould doe ? and where 


* 2 Tim. 2.44. are therr affiictions which they ſuffer , with thetr neceſſities and die 


25+ 


ſtreſſes © are they not for the moſt part full of all outward _—_ 
ries * Whar are they 1n diſtrefſe for * How many ſtripes do they 
fuffer,or ſhall have need fo to doe, be they bur obſervant of their 
Cano1:call obedrence 2 How many,nay,where are any mpriſon= 
ments nar iney ſuffer, or at leaſt need to doe, if they live accor= 
ding to their own Laws © And for tumnlts, they are ſo farre 
from aL1ding any , as that they be farre more ready to make 
gem againſt atfers,then to tndure them themſelves : and for their 
pours, Which what he means you imay perceive by x Cor. 4- ane) 
an 
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there will appeare as voyd a difference , as is berwixr {phe and 


on the ſleeves of learned men , for there is. no good cauſe why 


wither Hy.MANE-L EARNING. 


andthat to be ſure they are gralzlefſe of : and {o tor their watch» | 
emgs and faſtirgs, and all the reſt being duly confidered of, we | = "2% 


: If 
ES = 


Sa 


may read the quite contrary fulfil'd m them , {o that vi neceſſity 


gdarknefſe,, and thoſe pertons more firly ſuting that deicription, 
belonging tothe * Lots, then with this deſcriprion here of * Rev. 9 Sow 
the + Apoſtle , ſo farre are they from what they pretend them- 7, 20.11. * 


ſelves to be , as thatthe words of the: Propher come truly to be j=gC07.6 feors 
k 


fulifildin them , that their F wiſdome and their knowledge perverts 2111. : 
them , or cauſes them to-erve , and # the wickedneſſe they truſt unto : Þ 1ay- 47,x0e 


\. and this is it chat lifts them np #n their own cencets, ſo farre, as that 
' they think mn their hearts,and Rick not to fay allo with therr tongues, 


#þat they are for the miniſtration of the word, and none elſe : and 
the Lordſaith , that therr wiſdome and knowledge u the cauſe of thy 
#heir errour, and they lay, 3t # the meanes of right underſtanding : 
now whether 1s to be Leleeved, God or they, letall judge, elpe= 
cially when as we ſee, that the Lord bimſcife u againſt them for it, 
zn denying others he denyes them, {faying, Os A thall ewill come 


. wpon thee, and thou halt not know where it ariſcth, &C, all whicke 


declares the depth of the woe they lye under ; tor is not this a 
gofull thing , that of that which God hath made a curſe , men should 
make a bleſſing , and that againſt his will, and ſay that his mind 
gannot be known, what can be more againſt hun, 

Tn the next place, tha? being ſo, that men taught Ly Gods ſpirit 2 Ve, 
are through it ſufficiently made able to know hu mind m word , then | 
xt eeacheth us not to account any man any whit the nearer 20 un- | 
derſtand the Scriptures by any humane excellencies, butrather lee us 
be ſuſpirzous of him char hath them, for the tame : eſpecially 
xt he make uſe of chem in choſe things , for as we have ſeen 
ghey be dangerous to be leaned unto, Iz 5 his high rime char a 
now we ſhould all awake from ſleep, and watch m the Spirit , and Rom. ITI.29% 
fo let the Lord have all the prayle as hs of hu own grace : Not unto 
us, Not nnto us, but to bu name be all the glory,. ſeeing ut u he onely that 
deth great things. | 

Iſo it may teach all men+#o ceaſe pinning of their faith up 


we fhould ſo doe, but to ſee with our awneyes, ſeeing that the juſt 
arenas own Fab, and jo beleeve whas the Lord bath (aids | 
which 15S,that he hath * hid thoſe things, that is, the myſteries of the ®* Luk. 50,00, 0 
{ (among which, this which —_ 1s Poa nts jo & 10-23 E 
#he wiſe and learned, and zhis I verily beleeve, is che wholſome 
dorine of the Geſpe!, and which har againſt is abe wiſe —_— 
| "MW 
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The Syfficiency of the S711 $ Teaching 


| «t = ned o fing aud denying of ut to be ſo , and ſo confirming the 

\ : at : : 
ER words of our Saviour : therfore need we not to wait for their 
Tit witneſſe to it but to be glad, and rejoyce to ſee his (aying made 
pats” true, That he will reveale them to Babes, that is ,ſunple chings in the 


worlds eye and account, and with this conſideration eo overlooke al 
contempt that can be caſt upon us for the ſame : For ſo is it now with 
| men , that they judge that nothing 15 hid from ſuch and ſuch, 
= £2. when as we are to expe& the fullfiling of the Prophecie of 
' FP Rack- I3eZe Zachary , that the Lord will cut off the names of the Idols and thi 
uncleane ſpirits of the Land , and that while they Prophecie their Fa. 
ther and Mother that begat them , shall run th:m through with th 
| ſword of the Spirit, and ſay, that they sball not live, becauſe they tol: 
lyes in the name of the Lord, and then ſhall they be ashamed 0 
their viſion; and it then ſhall be known, that their garments, bx 
which they be knownand taken knowledge of to be Miniſters 
are garments of deceit : and at that day ſuch Prophets , shall b 
ashamed of theniſelves , as that they ſhall diſclazme themſelves fo! 
+ Zach.I 3-4-5 very shame, to ſtand in any relation to ſuch Prophets, as $ ther, 
che Prophet ſhews , whenas their neareſt friends with contemp 
shall refuſe them, and run them through, ſaving, theu toldeſt ws lyes v 
the name of the Lord ; ſuch light it ſeems ſhall then appeare, a 
that they themſelves ſhall count him no Prephet , that is (e 
made by mans teachmg : Now this teaching in queſtion, is bu: 

mans teaching, and therfore whenas the cleare light appeares 

they ſhalbe ashamed of it,though now they preferre it. 

» Plc, This Conſideration aJfo miniſters mactter of ehankefulneſ] 
Ef to God on our parts , for his exceeding kmaneſſe towards us 11 
' Chriſt Teſis, for that he is pleaſed to reveale theſe preat Myſteries 
to ſuch meane _ Joys things as we ww Ws e —_ ther 
| from the wiſe and prudent : This ule F Chriſt Ieſris himſelfe makes 
& I6ETL29 jw Mio abs a the true ke wh , and that h; 
makes not any excel/encie in them, more rhen was in others,bu 
oriely according to the nature of the Goſpell , the grod pleaſur 
of God , which 1s indeed the onely ground of all our happineſſe 
and bleſſed muſt needs all thoſe be , that can with our Sayiou! 
eruly conclude with the ſame. And ſo I come to the nex 
oint ; for having found out ho be the Learned-men that Pete: 
hers intends, which is , - they that are taught by the Spirit of God. 
then ic muſt needs follow, that they thac are not ſuch , areeh; 
perverters of theſe and all other Scriptures to their own deſtruftion 

and fo this is another obſervation, 5 
That fuch as are deſtitute of che Spirits teaching , though furnisl 
= | witl 
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Te” "ONE 


The Sufficiency of the Sy1n1T Ss teaching, 
His comming into the world , that they that * ſee might be made 


blind, and this clearely appeares 1a the Phariſees, thoſe learned 


r1ſe men that counted the common people as accarſed, becauſe 
not knowing the Law, and they themſeives ſeemg, bl:ffed ones : 
and thertore © lay they, Do any of the Rulers,or Phariſes beleeve in 
him , as touching , that the Rulers and Phariſes muſt needs 
know the Truth , whenae theſe were Lind guides , as ſaith our 
Saviourzand ſo much f thele rook notice ot thar he ſo accoune 
ted :/hem ; andio allo thole thar were blind in mans ſight,as wag 
the b'md man there {poken of, He ſces the gift of God, and beleeves 
In leſs Coyriſt for hs ſalvation » and vet they retule the knowledge 
and [i,ht ot this ſeeing $ mangand upbraid him tor being born 1n 
firs and fer going abour to reach them,icornng that ſuch learned 
men as they thould be taughr ot ſuch as he was, though Iu 
Chriſt hath made um lcarned,and given himfelte for um. 
Another Reaſon 1s rendered ourdt the words, 


Becaule ſuch are wnlearned and unſtable ones : for as before we 


have ſecaſuch peiſons are deſitute of the rrue learning , lo alſo 
are they in an wnſetled and unſtable condition , ſeeing as the Pro. 
het F witnefſech thut the Spirit 4 theeſtablither; neuther can they 
S rooted, and eſtablished m the Fauth, accoiding to the Apoſtles 
»* (2y1ng, ſeeing ihey be not founded on the rock, Chriſt leſw, but 
on t he ſands oft Hum.m- Learning, aryling trom a ficſhlv mind, 
deſticute oft the Sprie of Truth , tor they have not learned, as the 
Truth u mm leſt £ 
Againe, it muſt needs be fo that fuch muſt pervert the Scrip- 
gures becauſe it is impollible tor them co goe beyond their 
pronciple. Now their principle 1s errour, as the tollowing words 
declare, and by it they be guided , and lead , even the whole 
heape of them,as bigge aS1t 15 , andrheſe 5hall ſirtsfi: mens [uſts, 


*2 Tin 44.4. andturne them from the B aith, unto Fables, as the © A prog long 


$ Tit.1.15. 
& Tob 2 ,29e 
7+F ver.29* 


® Toh.6. 


agoe hath' forerold : For ſuch as are themſelves of the flesh, 
eurn all things to flesblmeſſe, for that 15 it which they ſaveur,for 


80 the uzeleanc all things are uncleane, their Conſcience» being defiled, 


as  witneſſeth the Apoſtle : hence was 1t that whenas our Sa. 
viour $ badethe Jewes to deſtroy ehu Temple . meaning his 
+ body, they themſelves being carnal, underſtood him to ſpeake 
of the Temple of leruſalem. And fo the Capernartes, whenas leſu 
Chriſt tells them, He wall give * them of Hu flesb to eate, thev be- 


ing carnal cannot beare it , and a!l becauſe they be deſtizure of 


verſ 53-6c.63- the Srarze,for it was in a ſprrituall ſenſe that he intended it; And 


=. , lov. ,-4.3-4+ the like is to beſecnun Nicedem4a Phariſee 2 and fo a learned 
| - b OR 
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without HY MANE-LEARNING, 


ran, being a Teacher, and a Ruler of the Jewes, this man for 
all this whenas Teſu Chriſt tells him that he muſt be borne agamesz 
otherwiſe he cannot enter into the Kingdome of God , he lecuung no 
further then into the natural birth, demands how that coula DC» 
that a man when he x od sHould enter ants hs Mothers wone » and 
be borne agame, lo deſtitute was ne of the ſpir:tuall meanmyg 9% the 
mind of I:{us Chriſt in his word. 

Another Reaton {me thinks) included in the words 1s, 

Becauſe ſuch Perſons are uſually veſſels of wrath , prepared to 
deſtruftion , therfore they drive all to che ſame end , ro which 
themielves belong : the Goſpel x rhe ſavour of life to life 1m tem 
that are ſaved , but its the ſavour of death to them that pensh ; YC 
would | not from hence have any to coaclude, thac 1 deny ſat- 
votion to learned men, as ſome in effe& have affirmed (as i heaie) 
of me, tor the Scriptures againſt ity as 1s already before decla- 
red from the * Apoſtle,though there be not many, Bur yet this 
for certaine 15 the worſt worke that a carnal man can undertakes 
to meddle with the Scriptures, ſecing that he abulech them,and 
that to his own deſtrudion : for the wordis a Sword with rwo 
edges, which whoſoever that is carnal! meddles with , it will 
run into his heare,to 4 harden it againſt the day of wrath. And io 1 
conceive the point iscleare, and plain, That men without Geds 
Spirit, thoug b furnisht with Human- Learning, doe wreſt the Scrip- 
tures to therr own deſiruftion. 

But here it will then be demanded,how ſhal we know whe- 
ther we have the Sprrit of God,or the ſþ1rit or Errour © 

I Anſwer, that the Spirit of God x a ſufficient witneſſe to ut ſelfe, 
feeing thar the Spirit is Truth. Now thus agreeing as it doth 
with the word, needs not any other eeſtimony ot it ſelfe, becauſe 
1t 15 the witnefſe of God, and that is the greateſt, as ſaith John, the 
+ Spirit beareth witneſſe , tor the Spirit is Truth : and againe, 
+ hereby we know that he abideth in us, even by the Spirit that he hath 
given th, | 

Next,it1s to be known by its operatzons and works : as firſtit 
favours ſpiritual things, they that are after the flesh, ſaith the Apo- 
Ile, F,ſavour the things of the flesh, and they that are after the Spunt, 
the thmgs of the Spirit. And againe, the ©* Spirit # life for riphteouſ- 
neſſe ſake , and 15 ſaid io be of a F quickning and an en/ivening nd- 
gre for rightcouſneſſe. The fruits of it are turther maniteitcd in 
np places. Now thele things being {ound in us,do witnes 

or God againſt errour , though it ſet it lelfe up with never {0 

tkigha hand. -. And yet here ( nes ) Iheare the worldiy 
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Tre $ 1:[ficiency of the SPIRITS Teaching, 


learned men {4111 oO me 2s did * A"dehgah , When went the 
Spirit of God from them to ſuch as | tpeake of 7? Tothis I An- 
[wer , 1 hat witn Zedelab fuch perſons doe but begge the 
quelton, and ke tor graaced like him, that which they never 
had, lor that could reyer depart from him which was never 
with um ! thertore though he were great z and 1S COmparnons 
m1y,4S 15 þthewed , and that M:c4gah was but one poore Pro= 
pRet atone, 204 Nate.. of tie King, yer he had the Soevit of God, 
Wiles all the other were led and ruled bv the lymg Sp:rit; and 
though Jeſt Chrif? , and his learned ones cannot be belceved of 
the great, and hunuuranie Prophets of the world, but Dy Je- 
detgals ſhall be imutten on the Check, when by them this que= 
{to00 1s demanded oft the Lords Prophets, vetthis anſwer may 
be given them , that whenas they come to hide themſelves in 
{ecret, andto be afhamcod of therr vi/iin, and ihat the F ſeaven 
laſt plagues come to be tulalled , ſpoken of in the Revelations; 
TAch they {hall find the ruth of the toſtrrony that 1S borne 1- 
gainſt chemzthough inthe meaue time the ſervants of the Lord 
be comm1:t& to prion, there ro eate the bread of «ffl;tlzon , and 
the water of :ffi-cton for their teſtimony. | 

But chough 1c be granted that Human -Learnirg is no helpe 
to underitind the mind of God,yer is it not uſefull ro furniſh us 
with words to exprefſe our ſelvs1n the delivery of the Goſpel? 

I Anſwere with Paul,that the whole Scripture 5 grven of God, 
and y profitalle to make the man of God abſolute and through'y $ fur» 
nihed to every good worke, whence I conclude, that if the Scripture 
be perfect, and abſolute fur every good worke , then it 1s fo for that, 
fo that then there 15. no need of mans wiſdome to helpe the Mi- 
wiſters of God. Ando yet further ſaith the Apoſtle, that he 
} preached the G'fpel.not with wiſdome of words,if not with wiſdome 
of words, then 1 conclude, they were needleſſe,and ſo much the 
next words declare, leaſt faith he, 1 should make the Croſſe of 
none effet And againe, I, Bretheren, ſaith he when 1 came unto 


@ 1Co?.2.T. you, came not with the * excellencie of words, or of wiſdoms, ſhewing 


& ver}. 4. 


Rover]. 5, 


%. 


unto you the Councel of Ged, but trees himſclte trora it, de- 
nying that his preaching ſtood in the © mticing ſpeech of mans wiſe 
dome, but on the contrary, in the plaine evidence and demonſtration 
of the Spirie. And afterwards he gives the + Reaſon forit, that 
their Fauh should not bein the wiſdome of men,by whach it ſeems it 
15 ſubject lo to be,it that were uſed. And fo we find that indeed 


it1s , and not 1n the power of God , bythe plam  demonſtation of the 


Spire ; and though in all this ons would think the Apoſtle _ 
50H, Lobo "Oo 


a__ 


1 
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Scriptures, Acts 18, 2.4 


without HvMAN-LEARANING: 


ſaid enoughiin this matter for the manner of the delivering of To 
the truth, yet for allthis he hath not done with it, but minds 1t EY 
yet * againe ſaying, Which things as we know them, ſo we alſo ſpeaR * 5 Cyr 2.7 3.74 
not with words, which mans wiſdome teacherth. And ſo againe, he Eg 
+ ſI:ghtly paſlech over the words of the falſe teachers, as not + Cor, 41 19% 
worth the knowing or regarding : therfore he ſaith, when he ; 
comes he will know,not their words, but therr power. And fo againe s - I 
he condiſagnds to the falſe zeachers,ſo farre,as to conteſle that be »: ) 
Was © rude in ſpeaking ,» Uut not fo in knowledge : by all which « Cor x I. 6c 
places it plainly appeares , that mans wiſdome & to be rej cAed , E- = 
ven 1n ſpeakavg the word of God , and that none are to affe& any 
exce)}lencie that way, but ro cuntent themſelves even with 
the uſe of the narnrall abilities they liave, without any art or Skill 
in lcarnang further, : | 

But Apo!'as 15 lazd to be an elpquent man , and mighty in the 


— —_ 


ObjeA. 4» 
And ſo doubtles was Paul,and Moſes and thoſe mentioned in Anſw. 

AR: 19. and yet, as | have before manifeſted, that whenas all 

theſe came to receive the farth they left, forfooke, and con- 

temned all chat ; fo do | beltceve was it here with this man, 

that whenas he ,cameto be taught further in the' knowledge of | j 
Chriſt, that hethen became more and more fucable to the rade- 

nefſe and funp!icity of preachimg the Gefp |, alwell as Pan, for never 

atterwards do we reade thac he was commended by that term), 

for ſuch manner of excellencie was proper tv rhe Law, and not 

to the Golpell in any degree. Bur Secondly take it tor granted 

that he perſiſted tn his e/oquence, yer it appeares that it was ſuch 

as he had obtained by being mighty in the Scriptures : and this 

alfo further juſtifies a tormer Anſwer , that the Scripture alone ” 


ſufficcent to furn1h us with expreſſion. So now the pount rem»? 


ing rue for all this z That men deſticure of the Spin , har” _ \ = 
man-Learning , doe pervert the Scriptures to their own -: ns 
This in the firſt place may teach 

All men, that are without Gods Spirie, how aſe and learned j/7; ; 
otherwiſe they ſeemto be, to beware of medling with the * 
Scriprures,it ts the worſt work that pollibly they can undertake, 
for in fo doing they meddle with that , in which they have no 
Skill, and ſo wound themſelves : for its 2 sharpe two edged 


ſword, and they having no $k1il} to handle it, to be ture, ur will 


dangeroufly wound them to their own deſtruion : but ſeeing 
the eruthis ſo, as that they have neither eares zo heare, nor hearts 
ra underſtand itzthertore 1 will thus paſſe it over ; and 
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The Sufficiency of the S211 S teaching, 


\. v2 Phe. In the next place , take notice that ſuch perſons without 


Gods Spmt, whatever they beelſe, yet they be both unlearned 


Fs ”» f Cor. 14.24 and unſtable men,according to the mind of God : ſo the * eambelees 


ver 1s Called of Paut, an unlearned an : and fo much in effe&t 

tle L6,7.8. + lames tells us, of a Faithlefle mans mmconſtancre , that he # toſt 

1 about like a wave, andis unſtable mm all hy wayes of Religion , tor 

, lndeed wanting the Spzrit ro efſtablih him , he 1s driyen hither 

” andthitherofevery bliſt and breath of mans wiſdome , and ſo 

much experience, without any more Screptures dayly proves, 

upon every change of orders , and ordinances of Religion : how 

confident have many wiſe worldly Learned men bin of their ſta- 

bility for being brought ro yeeld to this or that, whenas the 

raging wave ut the Sea hath roared but a [z:r/e, how have chele 

men tallen from their ſuppoſed ſtability and ſtedfaſtnes : fo that 

inſtances I need hot name, every ones {mall experience can 

briug torch cnough : but from all this there is given us to ſee 

the Scripenres fulltilled before our eyes; for our confirmation, and 
their juſt conviftion, | 

Now inche next place, I will manifeſt in ſome few parti- 

Cuiars, how thele learned men, but according to Peters mtent,une 

learned men, do pervert the Scriptures, making their #nteypretations 

as carnall as themſelves, tor whenas the Scriptures ſpeake of 

learnivg , and ſo by it ds for the moſt part commend unto us 

the /carning of the Spirit of Truth, as betore we have ſeen from 

this 7ext, ang many more places, theſe perions preſently apply 

them ro Human-Learnyng,and the texts are all by them ices 

and perverted : and in this kind many Inſtances might turther 

be aledged. Furſt cohcerning the Church : whereas the Scrip= 

tures doe authorize Chriſtians to gather themſelves trgether in 

+ Mat.1$8,20. Chris name , and fo have the + promtſe of Goas prefence 1n {0 

dowg. 'I his they pretently deny to be the mterr of the places 

and tay itis to be meant of two or three come tegether in 

+ Lev. 26.11. pertormance of prayer , or ſuch like , contrary to the ſcope of 

12. the place, which treats only of ſuch as are in Chureh-order, and 

2 Cor.6.1G, have committed tothem the power of vinding and looſing, which 

P[132.13-14. the promiſe of Chriſt Teſus his approving ot the lame by them; 

Kev.13.1. and belides, where jn the Scrzprures 15 Chriſt Teſus ſaid to bein 


k RO 21, the rnaft of any, but his # Churches : And turther, wheras the 


6 2 Cor, 6.16. Scrzptires {peake of the Church, Temple, andhouſ' of God, apply- 


\ gorth Heb, 3.6. ing theie ſavings to belcevers. and ſuch as are $ built upon Chriſt 
' pubs Pct.2.5. byfaith; thele they wreſt, and pervere in applying thele rztles to 
— Ltir houi*s of limie arid fione; calling them the houſes of God, and. 


Temples 


A AAS 


withon HvMANE-LEARNIYN EE: 7 
Temples for him to dwell in, though the Scripeures be plaine tO 


the contrary , as Stephen declared to the * Conncel long agoe, F Ff.7. 47.80 "2 


and that from the ze/tsmony of the + Prophet long betore : and gg, 


fo our F Savory himfſelte tothe Woman of Samaria » denying + Ifay. 66.1. |) 


forche time to come any ſuch places, as the Jewes » and the + [;þ. 4.21, 
Sa:r1aritans doted on, but tells her, and us, that fpiratuall ſervice 


3n $ any place, as he {a'th himſelfe , ſhould pleaſe n1m,though It g Mat.'1$. 20s 


will no: give carnall men content. Likewiſe are not the S$crzp- 
tures alledpcd frequently by theſe learned men : for the nation '*—. 
and people tor being the Church sf God , and tor the ſame end, 
national obſcruances, as an High Prieſt conſecrated and ſet apart 
for che ſervices Of the Church , and ſo under him the reſt ot the 
bo'y Prieſts with their holy garments, and tythes and ſuch hke fur 
their mauntenance, and ior this purpole the Scriptures, alledged 
1) a molt plentit.ull manner, both from the Lav and the Pro- | 
phets tor the jultifying of their names, orders, and adnumiſira- + AF. I0.14, 
$10ns, whenas it 1t be ſþ rinally diſcerned, and the Scriptures not x ;. 
wrelſted, nor perverted, 1t wilbe found true, as Pezer F {aith, that + Rwv.13-7. 
NO. every N4uongur aity more any Nation, but #2 every Na'10n jyiilh RevelGe 
th.m that feare the Lord and none. other, are accepted of ha : x q. 
W heras Chriſt leſs himſelf hath cold us,that the * beaſt ſhould « Pſalm. £250 
have power over every kingred, nation and rongue, and that the na Pſalm 1, 
$20nall Ces should Fill : wheras Mount $10n the City of God {Hall 
never be moved, as faith the p Propher, and alſo the Apoſtle ; by + Heb. 12» 
this then it appeares thar all ſuch Scriprures as are alledged for 
the maintenance of a Natonall Church are perverted. Seeing 
that long ſince tne Loxd hath rejected it, Now accounting a 
Company of Sams in fellowship with himſelte , zo;be Mount | 
+ $:0n, that fhall never be moved , and cheſe he hath made $ Rev. 4.x. 
$s Kings and Prieſts :oGod. Thelike we may fee in the Mmſters |, ſal. 1 4..9 jrom 
of the Church : ſeeing that they were of old time uw chart 6 rog. 
Canurch , to be honourable perſons , in ourward honour and $ Rev. 1.6, 
eſtecm;tor their names, Prieſts, for their calngs, abovethe reſt and 5. 10. 
of rhe people , @ diſtinet body of themſelaes ; tor their apparell, 1 Pet.2.9. 
different 1nrheir admmſtrations trom other of the people ; and 
fo for their mamtenance, by tthes, and offerings, all which had 
areſpe&t ro Chriſt , and were in hum to have ineir end , as rhe 
Apoſtle Þ declares, as being but worldly rudiments. t G4. 4- 1s 

Ye: theſe men, though they protelle 1hem(ſelves Miniſters 
of Iefſus Chriſt, aud under the GoſpeN, yer Childlike, as under 
gutors, and governours doe yer obſerve theſe things , after the 
rudsments of the world; and fo ſutably to the Goſpell _—_ 
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The Sufficienty of the S y1RT Ts Teaching, 

abide to approve themielves to be Miniſters of Chriſt, by ſuch 

a* 2 Cor-.6. from marks as his word affords, as we have * before conlidered, buc 

", {0 10. - they muſt be men ot -onour, and ſuch as be diſtin from others 

in.cheir apparell, maintenance, and ſuch like : dishonour, and re- 

proach , and nakeaneſſ? , ane] iving on mcere almes they cannot 

I brook : but thev be eh tarre from workang, with their own hands 

APs 2433» for their own neceſſities , as the 4poitle requires that the © Ms= 

34» 35 - mſters oi the Goipell ſhould doe, as that they wreſt the _ 

- rnresof the Law and the Prophets, haling 1 in as it were by the 

hayre of the head , the Scriptures to ſpeake tur them and their 

: delicious ling , faring like Dzves deliczouſly every day, wheras the 

# 1Pet.y. rx. 2+ Elders 08 Teſts Chriſt ſhould + feed the flock of God > Not caring 
' for it for filty lucre, but of a ready mind. 

But leaviog theſe rhings,and luch as theſe are which declare 


them to be more ſutable tor Moſes and the Law > which tends 


unto wrath and bondaze, then ſuch as are Miniſters of Chriſt, and 

made partakers of the hberty of the ſervants of God. 
Objef. x. with 1 Will ſpeake of fome few things that are in difference a- 
%e Arſirer. mong them and us. You know it 15 uluaily objeted againſt us 
t loþ.6.68, Þeca: ie of our departure , out ofthe t words of Peter to our 
Sawotr, being theie » Whether ball e g0e, thou aſt the words of 
eternalt life : tom whence 15 concluded againlt us, if the rexe 
be not perverted, that We in leaving them doe torſake Ieſrus 
Chriſt, wherin they take 1t for granted that He 1s with them, 
avd not with thoſe that forſake them : : wheras the text 15 cleare 
E Ih, CE. tO. prove » that the words of eternall life are m him , as * himlelfe 
faith alto » the words that I ſpeake are ſp11t and life , and this who 
M2nves but cat he that hath the $5 bath life , ts this hath not the 
Soune hathnot life : But let not the rext be wickted y yet what 
proote is hete that Antichriſ? hath the words of eternal life and 
that there 15no torſaking of him, and vet all that know wherin 
the difference lyes, know thatthis is the contraverſie, and how 
char tc! a perlons thus torſaking goe to Chriſt, and to the word 
of eternal life , tecing that the Lord * binds the teſtimony and 
ſeales up the Law an.onp » boys Dijci} iples ; fothatrillit can be proved 
that thelc leave ( britt, ang yy ake the words of \eternall life, the 
7X2 ml it be raken tor none other but to þc perverted and 2 

"va ie draw? over it to beguile the ſimple, 

Uponthus ſame kead fl 11gs another great excePtion againſt 


v Iſa, $.16, 


'?} Object. 2. us, which 1s, Mocre web. os Converſion (if we have any ) "if not 
7.088 1 them® mid fo takniug re for grantee a, that we had it among them, 
-_ oHLCTy 5 ade againſt us as of we had ſtolen their gods z and 


8 done 


wichourt HvMANE-LEARNING, Ec ps 
done them great wrong , ani for thn purpoſe this amy ſt other things 4; ; 
& alleaged, tat that Church which u avle to beet is able to bring up. of 


Now jor Antwer hereunto, 1t1s to be minded that converſion gy;fgs, Tk 
rt , 


doth properly belong to the * word of ehe Lord : Now this word = Pal. 19.9, # *). | 
by which we are all begorten 1s the proper portz0n ot the Church Rem.1.16. ; >» 
of God, as + divers Scriptures declare : hence then mult it needs x per £-7-TT. 
follow, that whoſoever are converted t7 the Lord , thoſe by vertue of + Pſao147 
theer converſion belong to the true Church, becaule as is betore laid, x g, 20. | 
the word is hers,ang thertore they are to cleave to her, and for- Mare. }.IIs [ 
{ake thoſe places, where they were connerted, and that fortÞis x Cor. 3.2.2. | 
Reaſon , becaule the Lord himlelte is + aid to count whenas ke + Pſal. 78.6, 
writes the people that this man was born there , thatis , 1 Stngthe | 
Church of G4 , though that the man were converted 11 mans ac- ; # 
count 11 Bav:!, and Paleſtina; vet the Lord when lie counts, fhall | 
erritethe converted man to be Lorn in Sion bs Church : Now all 
G:as people ihovia count and write as God doth, and give Babel no 
Foncur at all of thew converfon , becauſe the Lord doth not give 
her any ; and the tame thing 15-abundantly ſeen in the converts; 
that they are © exhorted to leave thole places where they were « AF.2, 49. 
converted, and to they did, as the 1 Scripture maniteſts in many + A4@.2:44- 
places;which might be noted. 5: 17.403 4e 

Agane tis to be minded that God himſelfe counts ail the 


Fait!full to belong to the * Woman, the Church of God, as appeares * Rev. 12-4. 


11 the Revelations, where the Man-child as 1s evident by © other © Exod «42K 
places contarnes all the f.urhfull, even the whole Church of Ged. 23, | 
I his Son of Godand his Man-child 1s called his # people. I he 4 Exod. Fils 
like appeares 1n Iſay 66. 7,8, where the Man-c/ald 1s interpreted | TO 
to be a whole Nation of Chaldren,including all the fazthſull, Now 

this womanis 121d to bein eravan/e crymp ; and it yours be that 

Church that 1s 1 this travaile crymp, and 1N pain according to the 

Scriptures, | am content the Child ſhalbe acknowledged yours, J 
but it it be inol{ity, and without ſorrow, putting the others to p 
pain, and ready to cut the wing Child #n preces, how then can [ 
acknowledge it for the zrue Mother , whenas allo the Apoſtle 

faith, that Ieruſalem that u from above the * Mother of us all, and * Gal, 4-244 
ſhe is nor one that gendereth to bondage, but to freedome, as ſaith 

the Apoſtle, and thertore me thinks it appeares that every ones 

ronverſion ſtrongly binds him to make ſpeed to that Church which. 

confitts of fuch as are Faithfull #n lefin Chriſt, a. ocing the proper 

inheritance to which t hey all belong,and ro kaow that all ſuch 

Places as are aledged to conclude otherwiſe , be bur wreſted 

and. perverzod though neyer {0 bare aglalle bc (ct upon mw 5 
2 | | $1) 
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The Sufficiency of the Sy1nnTs reaching, 


for God ever {ince the beginning hath pus cnmicy verwixt the ford 
of the Woman aud the feed of the $ crpent, and accutted ſhall all they 
be that (hall jovne tote rogether. that God hach to farre ſepara- 
red; and chertore lei none 01 Gods {ervane_ ſtand with one toot 
on Mount-S$1on, 2nd 2an0ther On Buoy/en, lealt chat which 1s-balt- 
3np be curned out of the way. Heb. 12. 

Another Objection againſt us is brought in the defence of 
your Miniſtry 3.ter this manner, 

Tha: Mmmjiry that doth the wo ke of the miniſtry of Tefis Chriſt, 

ſpoken of m | phel 4.fur the perfireng of the Samts,#s a true Miniſtry, 
but your Mmuſiry yiu ſay} doth the jame worke, 8&C. | 

Was ut the worke © t che Mivoittry of che Apoiiles, &c. to read 
drome jervice, Church omen Marry, and bury the dead, and ſuch 
like ſervices as there are © Did che Apoltties perfir the Samnts 
after this manner © For who knows not but that this 3s the 
ſut-ftance of what your Offce ot Miniſtry binds you unto 2 
as tor preaching that may be diſpenced withall , and 2 little 
now and then may ferve the turne, 

Beſides, as 1s granted , your Offices, are not the ſame there 
mentioned that Jefus Chriſt from on high gave gifts unto, for you 
have others, that the Ser-pture ſpeaks not any otherwiſe, then 
by the * names of blaſphemy : Bur for the power and worke of 
the Miniſtry, which youſay 1s anſwerable to that of the Apoe 
ftles,by your gathering of the Saints together , taking it tor 
granted that you ſay, from what do you convert them? If fromthe 
power of darknefſe, as vou would ſeem to imply, into the King- 
dome of Chriſt, as + did the Apoſtle, then by your own grant in 


the power of darkneſfe you found them. and the truth 1s,thar where 


'ou tound them there you leave them; when you found them 
before their converſion, you proiciſed of them that they were 
regenerate and bern anew, to what then do you convert them © Or 
have you converſion atter regeneration? you alſo bade theſe _ 
ſons before , eo rakes and eate in remembrance that Chriſt dyed for 
them,and to give them the ſeales of life and ſalvation.and yet alter 
all this you being miniſters co them, come to juſtifie che truth 
_ of your Memiſtry by your converſion of thelc people, that have by 

theſe chings no nced of amendment , and yet when all is done 
_ that you plead torzthey ſtill abide inthe ſame Church,under the 
ſame Mmſtry, in the ſame worship that they wereconverſantin 
betore, whenas | have declared before, that whenas the Apo- 
{tles converted any, thoſe converts left their former places, turn- 


wg from dun Idols 10 Jerve the living God, Now it hath been 


long | 
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without HvMANE-LEARNING: 
Jonp fince acknowledged and profefſed , that.the Worship of your. 


Church, and the Mmi(iry of it came out of the Popes shop, and muſt _ 4 b S: : 


needs be reformed , or elſe the- judgement of God cannor but 
ps upon you , as hath bin manitctied in the firſt and ſecond 
J 


nonitson 0 the Parliamentin the dayes of Queen El;zab:#h, and all /14N 


know that « et it continues the ſame that then it was, and if it - 
were {o bad then, as it is repcrted that a thouſand Miniſters ſaid 

it was » ſmall cauſe have any to plead converſitn, whenas they . 
ſhall continue in ſuch abbomrrations , as that the plagues ol God —_ 
cannot by their own ccnteflion be withheld : feeing that the 
Scriptures, and Spirie of God teacheth us, that the * feare of the * Pſalm. x19, 
Lord teacheth m.n to refraie their fees frem every evill way, and to 101. : 
oleanſe our je'wes from ai, fulthineſJe both of flesh and ſpirit, and to grow | 

u; unto full volrneſſe mm the feare of God,or the worship of Ged,as our | 

Saviour 4 intetp: ets it, and tO bate the very + garment ſpotted by the 4 Mg. 4. 


ftecb. Now thele things well conſidered, it will appeare that 2 Cor.2.T, 


the ſeveral Scriptrres thar are continually brought for the main- 4+ Jude 23, 

tenanc of your Minittry,aze but as ſu many flourifhes by which | 

the word of truth is wrefted and wringed like tO a noſe of waxy 

contrary to their proper intents and icopesto ſerye your own 

turnes » which who they be of you or others that are the per= 

yerters of them, God knows , and one day will judge berwixt 

the righteow and the wicked, and give to every one according as 

his workes ſhall be : In the mean while to me it appeares 

plain , that men deſtieube of Gods boly Spirtt , be they as learned as 

may be in Mans- Learning , yet they do pervert all Scriptures to 

their own deftrufion, whenas the unlearned cone, {imple men and 

women having the $prit of eruth 10 them, ſhall rightly know 

them, and Gods mindin them for their great comfort. 4 Vf. 
Again, ſeeing this is fo , that ſuch men do thus pervert the 

Scriprures, this fhould provoke all that are made able Mrniſters 

of the Spirit as ſaith the $ Apoſtle,that they take the ſame Apo- $ 2 Cor. 3.2; 

ſites F adviſe, ſaying , sf thou put the Bretheren tm remembrance of F 1 Tim. 46s 

theſe things thou shalt be a good Miniſter of Ieſu Chriſt : It thou put - 

the Bre:heren in remembrace of eheſe things, What thmgs : thoſe 

things mentioned 2 before , how that the Spirte hath foretold of Þ from the 

Doftrenes of Devils ,- how that mean ſhould ſpceake lyes throngh by- x. verſe. 

pocriſce, &c. as > any allo foretold that the * Father and Mo * Zach, 333+ 

cher of the Prophet ſhould ſay , that he gold them [yes in the name | 

of the Lord : If thuu put the Bretheren in remembrance of theſe 

chings, becauſe they are ſubjeR to forgee them,and rhou ſhould. 

eſt be theur remembrancer » which if thou do thou ſhalt be a 


gooy 
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x Tir 6. 3-4, Timothy , and to this 1s to be added what the Apoſllle * faith 
further 19 this matter , declaring that he that conſenterþ nor to' 


Ld 
- 
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£*Mothing but dotes about words, and is 
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The Sufficiency of the Sy1n 1s teaching; 
good Mmiſter of Teſts Chrift, which haſt bin nouriſhed ap in the 
words of faith, and good defrme; then marke, theſe things are 
not errors, nor /yes, nor he a falſe-teacher that ſpeakes of them » 
buta good Mmiſter that hath bin nourithe up 11 faith , and good 
doftrine, which Was continually taught of Paul, and heard of 


whoiſome dottrine, that u acceramy to podlines, 11 prft up, and knows 

Pich 2 One, as 15s { tarre cor- 
rupted by the flech,as that he 15 to be ſeparated from : Thertore 
Gods good Miniſters,as we ſee, ſhould be carefull of theſe things 


as knowing of whom they thall receive their remard, and what 


+ Rev. 11.7. 
F KRev.T4-13. 
S Rew.2.19. 
[/fe. 
; 2 Pet.3. 
> 6 > 


{hal alſo be their portion from men of the world in that which 
15 + death in the world, but + life with the Lord : Be Faithfull therfore: 


70 the death,and you shall have a $ crown of life, declaring the power 
of the Spiric of the Lordin you. 


Now 1n the laſt place , I will conclude with the exhortation 


of the f Apoſtlein the words following, Ye therfore beloved ſee- 
mg ye know theſe things before, what things © among others thole, 
that worldly learned men are Gods unlearned men, being deſtitute of 


bi;Spirit, beware and take heed leaſt ye alſo aſwell as others( you ' 


being ſubject toit) beplucked away before you be aware into 
the errour of the wickzd, to thinke thar Gods Myſteries cannot be 
artained to by mans learnivg , and ſo you fall from your own 
ſedfaſines,which 1s, + through Faith; for by Faith ye ftand, and by 
the Spirre,for by it ve are alſo F eftablizhe : and for a preſervative 
againſt this errour, as oppoſite to it, grow and a the grace 
of God,and the knewledge of the Lord rofl Chriſt, which 1s that that 
will preſerve you from errour. Now to Him be glory , notto 
us, no2 to Man, but to Him our Lord Ieſw Chriſt both now and 
for evermore. Amen, . 


ISAY 44-25 
The Lord fruſtrateth the wkens of the lyars, and maketh divmers 


mad, turneth wiſe men backward, and maketh their knowledge. 
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